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PREFACE. 

- If a book do not apologize for itself, it is in vain for 
the author to attempt it by a pre&ce ; I shall, there- 
fore, only declare the nature and intent of this publi- 
cation. 

Indeed, it contains little more than the history of my 
heart, that forge of iniquity ; and my conscience, that 
friendly, but too often neglected monitor. By men in 
general, this latter is hated, because, as fiur as informed, 
it boldly tells the truth : and their grand endeavour 
seems to be, to lay it asleep, or to render it as insensible 
as if seared with a hot iron. Through the deeeitfiilness 
of the human heart, the allurements of the world, and 
the artifices of Satan, this, at length, is commonly ao« 
complished ; and in the mean time, they deafen theni!- 
' selves to its remonstrances, by living in a continual noise 
' and bustle. The conflict in my soul between these two 
is here related ; and some account given of the artifices 
'} which Satan, in confederacy with my heart, made use 
^ of to keep my conscience quiet, and silence its remon- 
strances ; and also of the means which the Lord em- 
ployed to defeat this conspiracy, to give conscience its 
^due ascendancy, and to incline my before unwilling 
^ heart to become obedient to its friendly admonitions ; 
^ with the efiect thereof upon my religious views and 
i 3 conduct. 
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As to the effect of this publication respecting my cha- 
^ '; racter and worldly interest ; myself, and all lb»l\%^<&'«2c 






to me, I would leave in bis bands, who caueeth all 'Co 
Work togelber for goodilo them that love him, whom 
he hath called according to hia purpose. And he hath 
so evinced his care over me, and goodness to me, in all 
the eoocenu or my past life, that it were shameful, if 
1 did not moat willingl; cait all my care upoa him for 
fhe future. But, reailw, the effect of it respecting thee, 
I have much at heart ; and have bad, and shall, I trust, 
t:ontLnue to have it much in my prayers. 

If thou art H beiieving servant of God, I hope thou 
vi!t see cause to bless God in me, and wilt be establish- 
ed and comforted thereby ; according to the fervent de- 
sire of my soul, for oil that love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. If thou art one, whose experience an- 
swer) in many things to what is related in the former 
part of this narrative, as face answers to face in the Wa- 
ter, may the Lord, the Spirit who convinceth irf sin, 
alarm thy drowsy conscience, and bring tbee under a 
serious concern for thy precious soul, and its eternal in- 
terests: may he incline thine heart diligently to use tbe 
means here spoken ol^ as br as conscience evidences iC 
to be tby duty ; and may he bless the means for enl^ht- 
enii^ thy mind with the knowledge of the truth as it is 
in JcBUs; and guiding thy wandering feet into the ways 
of pesce. This, be assured, is my hearty prayer for 
thee ; and with this prayer I commend this work unto 
the Lord, that if it be his blessed will, he may employ- 
it axn instrument for advancing his glory, and the sftl- 
vatiou of wnl]). 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

Wahm, IhdfnrMdi FA. 36, 1770. 



PREFACE 

TO THE 

SaOOlTD SDZTZOir. 

About ten yean have elapsed since the first publica- 
tion of the ensuing narrative : In that space I have had 
much opportunity of re-examining the Scriptures, and 
of making observations, both in the world and in the 
professing church ; as, well as of getting a fui*ther mea- 
sore of self knowledge. But I bless God, that upon a 
revisal of The Force of Truth, in order t6 a second 
edition, I see no cause to retract a single sentence, or to 
propose any matter differently than before. If any one 
should bestow the pains to compare this with the former 
edition, he will indeed find several verbal alterations, in 
which brevity, perspicuity, and precision alone have 
been consulted : but he will not meet with a single va- 
riation, which in any measure changes the meaning of 
the passage. Had I materially altered my sentiments, 
I would either have refused to concur in publishing a 
second edition, or have fairly avowed that alteration : 
but, on the contrary, I deem it incumbent upon me to 
declare, that I am more than ever established in the 
belief of all those doctrines that I before proposed, as 
the leading truths of Christianity. 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

L&nd&n, Chapel-streeU March 31, 1789. 
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PART L 

Giving an account of the state of the author's mind 
and conscience, previous to, and at the commence- 
ment of that change, whereof he purposes to g;iye 

the HISTORY. 

Notwithstanding that I was not educa- 
ted in what is commonly considered as igno- 
rance of God and reUgion ; yet, until the 
sixteentli year of my age, I do not remem- 
ber that I ever was under any serious con- 
viction of my heing a sinner, in danger of 
Wrath, or in need of mercy ; nor did I ever, 
during this part of my life, that I recollect, 
offer one hearty prayer to God in secret. 
Being alienated from God, through the ig- 
norance that was in me, I lived without him 
in the world ; and as utterly neglected to 
pay him any voluntary service, as if I had 
been an atheist in principle. 
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But about my sixteenth year I began 
see that I was a sinner; a leper in evei 
part, "there being no health in me;" o 
of many external indications of mvn: 
depravity, conscience discovered, and r 
preached me with one; and I was, for tl 
first time, disquieted with apprehensione 
the wrath of an oSended God. My atte^ 
ance at the Lord's table beii^ expect' 
about the same time, (though I was ve 
ignorant of the meaning and end of that s 
cred ordinance,) this circumstance, uniti 
with the accusations of my conscienc 
brought an awe upon my spirits, and intc 
rupted my before undisturbed course of si 

Being, however, an utter etranger to tl 
depravity and helplessness of fallen natui 
I had no doubt but I could amend my li 
whenever 1 pleased. Previous, therefoi 
to communicating, 1 set about an unwilli: 
reformation ; and procuring a form of pra 
er, I attempted to pay my secret addresf 
to the Majesty of Heaven. In this mam 
having silenced my conscience, I parlool 
/J;^ ordinance, held mvresoliition*. arnU 
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tinued my devotions, such as they were, for 
a little space : but they were a weariness 
and a task to me ; and temptations soon re- 
turning, I relapsed; my prayer book was 
thrown aside, and no more thought of, till 
my conscience was again alarmed by the 
next warning given for the celebration of 
the Lord's supper. Then the same ground 
was gone over again, and with the same 
issue. My goodness was like the morning 
dew, that passeth away ; and loving sin, and 
disrelishing religious duties as much as ever, 
I returned, as the sow that is washed, to her 
wallowing in the mire. 

With little variation, this was my course 
of life for nine years : but in that time I had 
such experience of my own weakness, and 
the superior force of temptation, that I se- 
cretly concluded reformation in my case to 
be impracticable. "Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots ?" 
I was experimentally convinced that I was 
equally unable, with the feeble barrier of 
resolutions and endeavours, to stem the tor- 
rent of my impetuous inclinations^ ^hojx 
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swelled by welcome, suitable, and powerful 
temptations ; and being ignorant that God 
had reserved this to himself as his own 
work, and had engaged to do it for the poor 
sinner, who, feeling his own insufficiency, is 
heartily desirous to have it done by him ; I 
stifled my convictions as well as I could, and 
put off my repentance to a more convenient 
season. 

But being of a reflecting turn, and much 
alone, my mind was almost constantly em- 
ployed. Aware of the uncertainty of Ufe, 
I was disquieted with continual apprehen- 
sions, that this more convenient season 
would never arrive ; especially, as through 
an unconfirmed state of health, I had many 
warnings, and near prospects of death and 
eternity. For a long time I entertained no 
doubt, but that impenitent sinners would be 
miserable forever in hell ; and at some sea- 
sons such amazing reflections upon this aw- 
ful subject forced themselves into my miiid, 
that I was overpowered with them, and my 
fears became intolerable. At such times 
jn^ extempore cries for mercy were so wrest- 
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ling and persevering, ihat I was scarcely 
able to give over; though at oiher times I 
Kved without prayer of any sort ; yet, in 
my darkest hours, though my conscience 
was awakened to discover more and more 
sinfulness in my whole behaviour, there re- 
mained a hope that I should one day repent, 
and turn unto God* If this hope was from 
myself, it was a horrid presumption, but the 
event makes me willing to acknowledge a 
persuasion that it was from the Lord ; for 
had it not been for this hope, L should pro- 
bably have given way to temptations, which 
frequently assaulted me, of putting an end to 
my own life, in proud discontent with my lot 
in this world, and mad despair about another, 
A hymn of Dr. Watts% in his admirable 
little book for children, entitled, ^' The All- 
Seeing God," at this time fell in my way ; 
I was much affected with it, and having com- 
mitted it to memory, was frequently repeat- 
ing it, and was thereby continually remind- 
ed of my guilt and danger. Parents may 
from this inconsiderable circumstance be re- 
minded, that it is of great importance to 



12 THE FORCE Or TRUTH : 

store tbeir cluldreD's mmde with such useful 
matter, instead of suffering them to be fur- 
nished with such corrupting trash, as is com- 
monly taught them. They know not what 
use God may make of theee early rudimenti 
of inetniction in future life> At this period, 
though I was the slave of sin, yet as my con- 
science was not pacified, nor my principles 
greatly corrupted, there seemed s(Hne hope 
concerning rae ; but at length Satan took a 
very effectual method of silencing my con- 
victions, that 1 might sleep securely in my 
sins : and justly was I given over to a strong 
delmion to believe a lie, when I held the 
truth that I did know in UDrightcousness. 
A Socinian comment on the Scriptures came 
in my way, and 1 greedily drank the poison 
because it quieted my fears, and flattered 
my abominable pride. The whole system 
coincided exactly with my inclinations, and 
the state of my mind, and approved itself to 
me. In reading this exposition, sin seemed 
to loee its native ugliness, and appear a very 
snail and tolerable evil ; man's imperfect 
obedience seemed to shine with an almost 
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divine excellency; and God appeared so 
entirely and necessarily merciful, that he 
could not make any of his creatures mise- 
rable, without contradicting his natural pro- 
pensity. These things influenced my mind 
so powerfully, that 1 concluded that not- 
withstanding a few little blemishes, I was, 
upon the whole, a very worthy creature. 
Then farther, the mysteries of the Gospel 
being explained away, or brought down to 
the level of man^s comprehension by such 
proud and corrupt, though specious reason- 
ings ; by acceding to these sentiments, I 
was in my own opinion, in point of under- 
standing and discernment, exalted to a su- 
periority above the general run of mankind ; 
and amused myself with looking down with 
contempt upon such as were weak enough 
to believe the orthodox doctrines. Thus I 
generally soothed my conscience : and if at 
any time I was uneasy at the apprehension 
that I did not thoroughly deserve, and was 
not entirely fit for heaven, the same book 
afibrded me a soft pillow, on which to lull 
myself to sleep ; it argued, and T thought 
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word, nor the peaceable order and subon 
nation of the universe ; which explain awi 
all the mysteries of the Gospel ; and repi 
sent sin, that fruitful root of evil,, that en 
my of God, that favourite of Satan, as 

* very little thing, scarce noticed by the A 

mighty ; and which, contrary to Scriptui 
and universal experience and observatio 
would persuade us, that man is not a d 
praved creature. 

These latter sentiments I acceded to, ai 
maintained as long as I could ; and I did 
most assuredly, because they soothed n 
conscience, freed me from the pressing fea 
of damnation, and enabled me to think f 
vourably of myself. For these reasons aloi 
I loved, and chose this ground ; I fixed m 

kf ' self upon it, and there I fortified myself wi 

all the aiguments and reasonings I cou 
meet with. These things I wished to b 
lieve ; and I had my wish ; for at lengtli 
did most confidently believe them. Beii 
taken captive in this snare by Satan, I shoo 
here have perished, vrith a lie in my rig 



AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE. 17 



' hand, had not tihat Lord, whom I dishonour- 
ed, snatched me as a brand from the burning. 
In this state of mind I attempted to ob- 
tain admission into holy orders. Wrapt up 
in the proud notion of the dignity of human 
nature, I had lost sight of the evil of sin, and 
thou^t little of my own sinfulness ; I was 
filled with a self-important opinion of my 
own worth, and the depth of my understand- 
ii^ ; I had adopted a system of religion, ac- 
commodated to that foolish pride, having al- 
most wholly discarded mysteries from my 
creed, and r^arding with sovereign con- 
tempt those who believed them. As far as 
I understood those controversies, I was near- 
ly a Socinian, and a Pelagian, and wholly an 
Arminian ; yet, to my shame be it spoken, I 
nought to obtain admission into the ministry, 
In a church whose doctrines are diametri- 
cally opposed to all the three ; without once 
xottceming myself about those barriers, 
which the wisdom of our forefathers have 
placed about her, purposely to prevent the 
intrusion of such dangerous heretics as 1 
then was. 



{ 
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Whilst I was preparing for this solemn 
office, I lived, as before in known sin, and 
in utter neglect of prayer : my whole pre- 
paration consisting of nothmg else but an 
attention to those studies which were more 
immediately required, for my reputably 
passing through the previous examination. 

And thus after some difficulty, with a heart 
full of pride, and all manner of wickedness, 
my life being polluted with many unrepent- 
ed, unforsaken sins, without one cry for mer- 
cy, one prayer for direction, or assistance 
in, or a blessing upon what I was about to 
do ; after having concealed my real senti- 
ments under the mask of general expres- 
sions; after having subscribed articles di- 
rectly contrary to my then belief; and after 
having blasphemously declared in the pre- 
sence of God and of the congregation, in the 
most solemn manner, sealing it with the 
Lord's supper, that I judged myself to be in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take this 
office upon me, (not knowing or believing 
that there was a Holy Ghost,) on September 
the ^Oth, 1 772, 1 was ordained a deacon. For 
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ever blessed be ihe God of all long suffer- 
ing and mercy, who had patience with such 
a rebel and blasphemer, such an irreverent 
trifler with his majesty, and such a presump- 
tuous intruder into his sacred ministry ! I 
never think of this daring wickedness with- 
out being filled with amazement that I am 
out of hell ; without adoring that gracious 
God, who permitteth such an atrocious sin- 
ner to live, yea, to serve him, and with ac- 
ceptance, I trust, to call him father, and as 
his minister to speak in his name. ^' Praise 
(he Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name ; Praise the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits ; who 
foi^vethall my sins, and hcaleth all thy in- 
firmities ; who saveth thy life from destruc- 
tion, and crowneth me with mercy and loving 
kindness.'^ May I love much, and very 
humbly and devotedly serve that God who 
has multiplied his mercies, in abundantly 
pardoning my complicated provocations ! 

My views in entering into the ministry, 
as far as I can ascertain them, were these 
three : 1 . A desire of a less laborious, and 
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more comfortable waj of procuring a liveli- 
hood, than otherwise I bad a proBgect of. — 
3. The expectation of more leisure to em- 
ploy in reading, of vrhicb I was inordinately 
fond. — And, 3. A proud conceit of mj 
abilities, and a vain glorious imaginatian, 
that I should some time distinguish and ad> 
vaoce myself in the literary world. These 
were my ruling motives in taking this bold 
Gtep : motives as opposite to those which 
should have influence therein, as pride is 
opposite to humility ; ambition to content- 
edness in a low estate, and a willingness to 
be the least of all, and the servant of all ; 
as opposite as love of self, of the world, of 
lilthy lucre, and slothful ease, is opposite to 
the love of God, and of souls, and of the la- 
borious work of the ministry. Mine, there- 
lore, be the shame of this heinous sin ; and 
lo God be all tlie glory of overruling it for 
good, 1 trust both to unworthy me, and to 
)iia dear people, the church, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. 

My subsequent conduct was suitable to 
fte«" motives. No sooner wa* 1 fiited in a 
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curacjT, than wifh close application I sat 
down to the study of the learned languages^ 
and such other matters as I considered most 
needful, in order to lay the foundation of my 
future advancement. And would I were 
now as diligent in serving God, as I was then 
in serving self, and ambition ! I spared no 
pains ; I shunned, as much as I well could, 
all acquaintance and diversions ; and I re- 
trenched upon my usual hours of sleep, that 
I might keep more closely to this business. 
As a minister, I attended just enough to the 
public duties of my station to support a de* 
cent character, which I deemed subservient 
to my main design : and from the same prin- , 
ciple I aimed at morality in my outward de- 
portment, and affected seriousness in my 
conversation. As to the rest, I still lived 
in the practice of what I knew to be sinful, 
and in the entire neglect of all secret reli- 
gion: If ever inclined to pray, conscious 
guilt stopped my mouth, and I seldom went 
farther than " Gfod be merciful unto me." 
However, perceiving that my Socinian prin- 
ciples were very disreputable \ and beiw^ 
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conscious from my own experience, that 
they were unfavourable to morality, 1 con* 
cealed them, in a great measure, both for 
my credit's sake, and from a desire I enter- 
tained, subservient to my main design, of 
successfully inculcating the practice of tJie 
moral duties upon those to whom I preach- 
ed. My studies, indeed, lay very little in 
divinity, but this little all opposed that part 
of my scheme which respected tlie punish- 
ment of the wicked in the other world ; and 
therefore, (being now removed at a distance 
from those authors whence I had imbibed 
my sentiments, and from whose reasonings 
1 had learned to defend them,) I began gra- 
dually to be shaken in my former confi- 
dence, and once more to be under some ap- 
prehensions of eternal misery. Being also 
statedly employed, and with the appearance 
of solemnity, in the public worship of God, 
whilst I neglected and provoked him in se- 
cret ; my conscience clamourously re- 
proached me with base hypocrisy, and I be- 
gan to conclude, that if eternal torments 
were reeerved for anv sinners, I certainlv 
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should be one of the number. And now a- 
gain I was filled with anxious fears and ter- 
rifying alarms ; especially, as I was continu- 
ally meditating upon what might be the aw- 
ful consequence, should I be called hence 
by sudden death. Even my close applica- 
tion to study could not sooth my conscience, 
nor quiet my fears : under the affected air 
of cheerfulness, I was truly miserable. 

This was my state of mind when the 
change I am about to relate, began to take 
place. How it commenced, in what man- 
ner, and by what steps it proceeded, and 
how it was completed, will be the subject of 
the second part of this work. This first 
part I shall conclude by observing, that 
though I was sta^ered in my favourite sen- 
timent before mentioned, and in my views of 
the person of Christ, was verging toward 
Arianism ; yet in my other opinions I was 
more confirmed than ever. What those 
opinions were, I have already in brief decla- 
red ; and they will occur again, and be more 
fully explained, as I proceed to relate the 
manner in which I was constrained to re- 
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nounce them, one after another, and to ac- 
cede to those that were directly contrary 
thereto. Let it suffice to say, that I was brim 
full of proud self sufficiency, very positive, 
and very obstinate: and being situated in 
the neighbourhood of some of those whom 
the world calls methodists,* I joined in th^ 
prevaiUng sentiment, held them in sovereign 
contempt, spoke of them in derision, de- 
claimed against them from the pulpit, as 
persons full of bigotry, enthusiasm, and spi- 
ritual pride ; laid heavy things to their 



* Methodists, as a stigma of reproach, was first appU- 
ed to Mr. Wesley, Mr. Whitfield, and their followers ; 
to those who, though professing an attachment to our 
established church, and disclaiming the name of Dissen- 
ter^ were not conformists in point of parochial order, 
but had separate seasons, places, and assemblies for wor- 
ship. The term has since been extended by many to 
all persons, whether clergy or laity, who preach or pro- 
feaathe doctrines of the reformation, as expressed in the 
articles and liturgy of our church. For this fault they 
must all submit to bear the reproachful name alike, es- 
pecially the ministers ; nor will the most regular and 
peaceable compliance with the injunctions of the ru- 
bric, exempt them from it, if they avow the authorized, 
but now exploded doctrines to which they have sub- 
scribed. My acquaintance hitherto has been only with 
Methodists of this latter description : and I have them 
only in view, whenever I use the term. 
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cbaige, and endeavoured to prove the doc- 
trines which I supposed them to hold, (for I 
had never read their books,) to be dishonour- 
able to God, and destructive to morality. 
And though in some companies I chose to 
conceal some part of my sentiments, and in 
all affected to speak as a friend to universal 
toleration ; yet scarce any person could be 
more proudly and violently prejudiced 
against both their persons and principles. 



PART II. 

Contaimng a history of this change : the manner in 
"Krhich, and the means by which it was at length 
effected. 

In January, 1 774, two of my parishioners, 
a man and his wife, lay at the point of death. 
I had heard of it, but according to my gene- 
ral custom, not being sent for, I took no no- 
tice of it : but one evening, the woman be- 
ing already dead, and the man dying, I 

heard that my neighbour, Mr. , had 

been several times io visit them. Immedi- 
ate! v my conscience reproached me with be- 

3* 
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by intervals, desires, and purposes at some 
future period, of devoting myself wholly to 
the work of the ministry, in the manner to 
which he exhorts the cleigy* 

All these things increased the clamorous 
remonstrances of my conscience; and at 
this time I lived without any secret religion, 
because, vrithout some reformation in my 
conduct as a man and a minister, I did not 
dare to pray. My convictions would no 
longer be silenced or appeased ; and they 
became so intolerably troublesome, that 1 
resolved to make one more effort toward 
amendment. In good earnest, and not to- 
tally without seeking the assistance of the 
Lord by prayer, I attempted to break the 
chains wherewith Satan had hitherto held 
my soul in bondage. It pleased the Lord, 
that I at this time should obtain some advan- 
tages ; part of my grosser defilements I was 
enabled to relinquish, and to enter upon a 
form of devotion. Formal enough indeed 
it was ; for I neither knew that Mediator, 
through whom, nor that Spirit, by whom, 
prayers are offered with acceptance to God ; 
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and yet thoi^ utterly in the daric, as to the 
true and living way to the throne of grace, I 
am pursuaded, there were even then seasons, 
when I was enabled to rise above a mere 
form, and to ofier petitions so far spiritual^ 
as to be accepted and answered. 

I was now somewhat reformed in my out- 
ward conduct; but the renewmg in the spirit 
of my mind, if begun, was scarce discernible. 
As ray life was, in my own judgment, less 
wicked, my heart grew more proud; — ^the 
idol self was the object of my adoration and 
obeisance: my worldly advancement was 
more eagerly sought than ever ; some flatter- 
ing prospects seemed to open, and I resolved 
to improve my advantage to the uttermost. 
At the same time every thing tended to in- 
crease my ^ good opinion of myself; I was 
treated, with kindness and friendship by 
persons, from whom I had no reason to ex- 
pect it; my preaching was well received; 
my acquaintance seemed to be courted; my 
foolish heart verily believed, that all this, 
and much more, was due to my superior 
worth; whilst conscience, which before, by 
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its mortifying accusations was useful to pre- 
serve some sense of unworthiness in my 
mind, was now silenced, or seemed to autho- 
rize that pride, which before it checked. 
And because I had the disadvantage of con- 
versing in general with such persons, as 
cither favoured my sentiments; or out of 
good manners, or because they saw it would 
be in vain, would not contradict me ; I con- 
cluded that my scheme of doctrine was the 
exact standard of truth, and that by my 
superior abilities I was capable of confuting 
or convincing all, who were otherwise mind- 
ed. In this view of the matter, I felt an 
eager desire of entering into a religious 
controversy, especially with a Calvinist. 

It was at this time that my correspondence 
with Mr. commenced. At the visita- 
tion. May, 1 775, we exchanged a few words 
in an ai^mentative way, in the room among 
the clergy, which I believe drew many eyes 
upon us. At that time he prudently declined 
the discourse, but a day or two after sent me 
a short note, and a little book for my perusal. 
This was the very thing I wanted, and I 
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gladly embraced the opportunity, which* 
according to my wishes, seemed now to offer. 
This I did, God knoweth, with no inconsi- 
derable expectations, that my arguments 
would prove irresistibly convincing, and 
that I should have the honour of rescuing a 
well-meaning person from his enthusiastical 
delusions. 

Indeed at this time I had conceived a very 
favourable opinion of, and sort of respect 
for him ; because I was acquainted with the 
character he sustained even among some 
persons, who expressed a disapprobation of 
his doctrines ; they were forward to com- 
mend him as a benevolent, disinterested 
and inoffensive person, and a laborious 
minister. On the other hand, I looked 
upon his religious sentiments as rank fana- 
ticism, and entertained a very contemptible 
opinion of his abilities, natural and acquired. 
Once I had the curiosity to hear him preach, 
and not understanding his sermon, I made a 
very great jest of it, where I could do it 
without giving offence. I had also read 
one of his publications; but for the same 
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reason, I thought the greater part of it to be 
Whimsical, paradoxical and unintelligible. 

Concealing, therefore, the true motives of 
my conduct under the offer of friendship, 
and a professed desire to know the truth, 
(which, amidst all my self sufficiency and 
prejudice, I trust the Lord had even then 
given me,) with the greatest affectation of 
candour, and a mind open to conviction, I 
wrote him a long letter; purposing to draw 
from him such an avowal, and explanation 
of his sentiments, as would introduce a con- 
troversial discussion of our religious dif- 
ferences. 

The event by no means answered my 
expectation; he returned me a very friendly 
and long answer to my letter; in which he 
carefully avoided the mention of those doc- 
trines, which he knew would offend me : he 
declared, that he believed me to be one that 
feared God, and that was under the teaching 
of his Holy Spirit; that he gladly accepted 
my offers of friendship, and was nowise 
inclined to dictate to me ; but leaving me to 
the ^idance of the Lord, would be ^lad, as 
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occasion served, from time to time, to bear 
testimony to the truths of the Gospel, and to 
communicate his sentiments unto me, on any 
subject, with all the confidence of friendship. 
In this manner our correspondence began, 
and was continued, in theifkiterchange of nine 
or ten letters, until December the same year. 
Throughout I held my purpose, and he his. 
I made use of every endeavour to draw him 
into controversy, and filled my letters with 
definitions, inquiries, arguments, objections, 
and consequences, and required explicit an- 
swers ; he, on the other hand, shunned every 
thing controversial, as much as possible, and 
filled his letters with the most useful, and 
least offensive instructions ; except that now 
and then he dropped hints concerning the 
necessity, and the true nature and efficacy of 
faith, and the manner in which it was to be 
sought, and obtained; and concerning some 
other matters, suited, as he judged to help 
me forward in my inquiry after truth. But 
they much offended my prejudices, afforded 
me matter of disputation, and at that time 
were of little use to me. 
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This, however, is certain, that through the 
whole of the correspondence, I disputed with 
every ailment I could devise against almost 
every thing he advanced; was very much 
nettled at many things he asserted; I read 
great part of hi^lttters, and some books he 
sent me, with much indifference and con- 
tempt; construed his declining controversy 
into an acknowledgment of weakness; and 
triumphed in many companies as having 
confuted his ailments. And at the last, 
when I could not obtain my end, at my in- 
stance the correspondence was dropped. 

His letters and my answers are now by 
me ; and on a careful perusal of them, com- 
pared with all that I can reollect concerning 
this matter, I give this as a faithful account 
of this correspondence, though different 
from what has been represented. His let- 
ters will, I hope, shortly be made public, 
being such as promise greater usefulness to 
others, than, through my proud, contentious 
spirit, I experienced from them. Mine 
deserve only to be forgotten, except, as 
thev are yseful to me to remind me what I 
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vasj and to mortify my pride ; as they illus- 
rate my friend's patience and candour, in 
o long bearing with my ignorance and arro- 
^ce; and notwithstanding my unteachable,, 
{uarrelsome temper, continuing bis benevo- 
ent labours for my go<sA^ and especially, 
is. they remind me of the goodness of God, 
¥ho, though he abominates and resists the 
)roud, yet knows how to bring down tlie 
itout heart, not only by the iron rod of his 
vrath, but by the golden sceptre of his grace. 
In this manner our correspondence and 
acquaintance, for the present, were almost 
wholly broken off; for a long time we sel- 
lom met, and then only interchanged a few 
^ords on general topics of conversation. 
ITet all along he perseveringly told me, to 
ny no small offence, that I should accede 
^ne day to his religious principles; that he 
lad stood on my ground, and that I should 
;tand on his; and he constantly informed 
lis friends, that, though slowly, I was surely 
feeling my way to the knowledge of the 
ruth. So clearly could he discern the 
lawnings of grace in my soul, amidst aJl 
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the darkness of depraved nature, and ob- 
stinate rebellion to the will of God. 

This expectation was principally ground- 
ed on my conduct in the following circum- 
stances: Immediately after the commence- 
ment of our corftspondence, namely, in 
May, 1775, whilst my thoughts were much 
engrossed by some hopes of preferment; 
one Sunday, during the time of divine ser- 
vice, when the psalm was named, I opened 
the prayer book to turn to it; but, (acci- 
dentally shall t say, or providentially?) I 
opened upon the articles of religion: and 
the eighth, respecting * the authority and 
warrant of the Athanasian creed, imme- 
diately engaged my attention. My disbelief 
of the doctrine of a trinity, co-eqijjal per- 
sons in the unity of the Godhead, and my 
pretensions to candour, both combined to 
excite my hatred to this creed; for which 
reasons, I had been accustomed to speak of 
it with contempt, and to ne^ect reading it 
officially. No sooner, therefore, did I read 
the words, " That it was to be thoroughly 
received and l^lreved ; for that it might bo 
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proved by most certain warrants of holy 
scripture;" than my mind was greatly im- 
pressed and affected. The matter of sub- 
scription immediately occurred, and from 
that moment I conceived such scruples about 
it, that until my view of the whole system 
of gospel doctrine was entirely changed, 
they remained insuperable. 

'Tis wisely said by the son of Siracb^ 
" My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul for temptation." I had 
twice before subscribed these articles, with 
the same religious sentiments I now enter- 
tained. But conscience being asleep, and 
the service of the Lord no part of my con- 
cern, I considered subscription as a matter 
of course, a necessary form, and very little 
troubled myself about it. But now, though 
full of pride, of ambition, and of the love of 
the world, my heart was sincerely toward 
the Lord, and I dared not to venture on a 
known sin deliberately, for the sake of tem- 
poral interest. Subscription to articles 
ifhich I did not believe, paid as a price for 

church preferment, I looked upon as an im^- 

4 
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pious lie, a heinous guilt, that could never 
truly be repented of, without throwing back 
die wages of iniquity. The more I ponder- 
ed it, the more strenuously my conscience 
protested against it. At length, after a vio- 
lent conflict betwixt interest and conscience, 
I made known my scruples, and my deter- 
mination not to subscribe : thus my views 
of prefennent were deliberately given up, 
and with an increasing family I was left, as 
far as mere human prudence could discern, 
with Uttle other prospect than that of pover- 
ty and distress. My scruple was, as I now see, 
a mistaken one ; much self-sufliciency, un- 
due warmth of temper, and obstinacy, were 
betrayed in the management of this affair, 
for which I ought to be humbled. But my 
adherence to the dictates of my conscience, 
and holding &st my integrity in such trying 
circumstances, I never did, nor I trust ever 
shall, repent of. 

No sooner was my determination known, 
than I was much blamed by many of my 
friends. They all, I am sensible, did it out 
of kindness to me, but they used arguments 
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of different kinds. And though I was con- 
firmed in mj resolution by the reasoniogs 
used to induce me to alter it ; yet were they 
at length made instrumental in bringing me 
to this important determination: ^'not to 
believe what any man said, as to take it upott 
his authority, but to search the word of God 
with this single intention, to discover whe- 
ther the articles of the church of England 
in general, and this creed in particular, were, 
or were not agreeable thereto.'^ I had stu- 
died the Scriptures in some measure before 
for the sake of becoming acquainted with 
the original languages, and in order to fetch 
thence detached texts to support my own 
system ; and I had a tolerable acquaintance 
with the historical and perceptive parts of 
them : but I had not searched this precious 
repository of divine knowledege, with the 
express design of discovering the truth in 
controverted matters of doctrine. I had 
very rarely been troubled with suspicions 
that I was, or might be mistaken ; and now 
rather thought of becoming better qualified 
upon scriptural grounds to defend my deter- 
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mination, than of being led to any change of 
sentiments. 

However, I set about the inquiry ; and the 
first passage, as I remember, which made 
me suspect that I might be wrong, was James 
i. 5. ^' If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him/' On considering these words with 
«eme attention, I became conscious, that 
though I had thought myself wise, yet cer- 
tainly I had obtained none of my wisdom 
in this manner ; for I had never offered one 
prayer to that effect in my life : and I also 
perceived this text contained a suitable di- 
rection, and an encouraging promise in my 
present inquiry : and from this time, in my 
poor manner, I began to ask God to give me 
this promised wisdom. 

Shortly after I meditated upon, and 
preached from John vii. 16, 17. "My doc- 
trine is not mine, but his that sent me ; if 
any man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine whether it be of God, or whe- 
ther I speak of myself." 1 was surprised. 
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that 1 had i^ before attended to such ro- 
marki^ble words. I discoivefed tiiat Aiey 
cont^ed a direction and a prdnsise calciN 
lat^ to serve %8 ^ ckie in exiricattng the; 
sincere inquirer after truth from that laby- 
rinth of controversy wherein, at his firdt set- 
ting ouA, be is hke to be bewildered. Afid 
tiioi^ my mind was too much leavened 
with the prtde of reasoning, as yet to reap 
ttiat ben^t from this precious text, which 
it k capable of affording to the soul that is 
humUy willing to be tau^t of God; yet, 
b^ng conscious that I was willing to risk 
every thing in doing what I thought his wiH ; 
I was encouraged with the assurance, that 
if I were under a mistake, I should some- 
time discover it. 

I was farther led to suspect that I might 
possibly be wrong, because I had not bither- 
ta sou^ the truth in the proper manner, 
by attending to Proverbs iii. 5, 6. " Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean 
not to thine own understanding : in all ^y 
Ways acknowledge him, and he shall ctirect 

ihv paths." Evidently I had not hitherto 

4* 
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trusted in the Lord with all my heart, nor 
acknowledged him in all my ways, nor de- 
pended on his directions in all my paths; 
hut in my religious speculations, had leaned 
wholly to my own understanding. 

But though these passages and some 
others, made for the present a great impres- 
sion upon me, and influenced me to make it 
a part of my daily prayers, that I might be 
directed to a right understanding of the 
word of God ; yet my pride and addicted- 
ness to controversy had, as some desperate 
disease, infected my whole soul, and I wa» 
not to be cured all at once. I was far from 
being like a little child, sitting humbly and 
simply at the Lord's feet, to learn from him 
the very first rudiments of divine know- 
ledge. I had yet no abiding suspicion, that 
all which I had heretofore accounted wis- 
dom, was fooUshness, and must be unlearn- 
ed, and counted loss, before I could attain 
to the excellency of the true knowledge of 
Jesus Christ : for though I began to allow it 
probable, that in some few matters I might 
have been in an erron vet in the main I stiU 
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was confident my scheme of doctrine was 
true. When I was pressed with objections 
and arguments against any of my sentiments, 
and when doubts began to arise in my mind, 
to put off the uneasiness thereby occasioned, 
my constant practice was to recollect, as 
&r as I could, all the reasonings and inter- 
pretations of scripture, on the other side of 
the question ; and when this failed of afford- 
ii^ satisfaction, I had recourse to contro- 
yeisial writings. This drew me aside from 
the pure word of God, occasioned by being 
more remiss and formal in prayer, and fur- 
nished me with defensive armour against 
my convictions, with fuel for my passions, 
and food for my pride and self sufficiency. 

At this time, ^' Locke's Reasonableness 
of Christianity," together with his " vindi- 
cations of it,'' became my favourite piece 
of divinity. I studied this, and many other 
of Mr. Locke's works, with great attention, 
and a sort of bigoted fondness ; taking him 
almost implicitly for my master, adopting 
almost all his conclusions, borrowing many 

of his arguments, and being scarce able to 

4** 
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endure such as would not agree with m% in 
my partiality for him. This was of great 
disservice to me,* as, instead of getting for- 
ward in my inquiry after truth, I was there- 
by furnished with more ingenious and spe- 
cious arguments, wherewith to defend my 
mistakes. 

But I read one book at this time, because 
mentioned with approbation by Mr. Locke, 
that was of singular use, namely, '^ Bishop 
Burnet's Pastoral Care." Therein I found 
but little that offended my prejudices, and 
many things, which came home to my can- 
science, respecting my ministerial obliga- 
tions. A few short extracts I shall lay 
before the reader, that were most affecting 
to my own mind. Page 111, having men- 



* After having spoken so freely of Mr. Locke's divi- 
nity, which I once so hisffaly esteemed, it seems a piece 
of justice to acknowledge the very great obligations, 
wfajch the whole religious world is under to this great 
man, for his Treatise on Toleration, and his answers to 
those who wrote against it. The grounds of religiooa 
liberty, and the reasons why every one should be left 
to his own choice, to wordiip God according to his con- 
science, were perhaps never generally understood since 
the foundation of the world, until by these publications 
.Vr. Locke imanswerablv made them manife!>t. 
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tion^d the question proposed to those who 
are about to be ordained deacons: ^^Do 
jou trust that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon you this office, 
to serve God, for promoting his glory, and 
ttie edifying of his people ?'' He adds, 
" Certainly the answer that is made to this, 
oog^t to be well considered ; for if any one 
says, ' I trust so,' that yet knows nothing of 
^my such motion, and can give no account 
af it, he lies to the Holy Ghost, and makes 
his first approach to the altar with a lie in 
ilia mouth, and that not to men, but to God*'' 
And again, p. 113, ''Shall not he (God) 
reckdn with those, who dare to run without 
his mission, pretending that they trust they 
have it, when perhaps they understand not 
the importance of it; nay, and peiiiaps 
some lau^ at it, as an enthusiastical ques- 
tion, who yet will go through with the of- 
fice ! They come to Christ for the loaves ; 
fhey hope to live by the altar and the Gos- 
pel, how little soever they serve at the one, 
or preach at the other ; therefore they will 
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say any thing that is necessary for qualifjring 
them to this, whether true or false. 

Again, page 122, having interwoven a 
great part of the excellent office of the or- 
dination of priests, into his argument con- 
cerning the importance of the work and 
weight of the ministry ; he adds, ^^ Upon 
the whole matter, either this is all a piece 
of gross and impudent pageantry, dressed 
up in grave and lofty expressions, to strike 
upon the weaker part of mankind, and to 
furnish the rest with matter to their profane 
and impious scorn ; or it must be confessed 
that priests come under the most formal and 
express engagements to constant and dili- 
gent labour, that can be possibly contrived, 
or set forth in words.'' He concludes this 
subject of the ordination offices, with ex- 
horting all candidates for orders, to read 
them frequently and attentively, during 
their season of preparation ; that they may 
be aware beforehand of the obligations they 
are about so solemnly to enter into ; and to 
peruse them at least four times in a year, 
ever after their ordination, to keep in their 
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minds a continual remembrance of their 
important engagements* How necessary 
this counsel is, every minister, or candidate 
for the ministry, must determine for himself : 
for my part, I had never read the office over 
once, when I was ordained, and was, in a 
great measure, a stranger to the obligations 
I was about to enter into, until the very sea- 
son ; nor did I ever afterward attend there- 
to, till this advice put me upon it* The 
shameful negligence, and extreme absurdity 
of my conduct in this respect, are too gla- 
ring not to be understood, and applied, by 
every one, who hath been guilty of a similar 
omission* I would", therefore, only just 
mention, that hearty, earnest prayer to God, 
for his guidance, help, and blessing, may be 
suitably recommended as a proper attend- 
ant on such perusal of our obligations* 

Again, p. 147, he thus speaks of a wicked 
clergyman: ^'His whole life has been a 
course of hypocrisy in the strictest sense of 
the word, which is the acting of a part, and 
the counterfeiting another person* His sins 
have in them all possible aggravations; they 
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are ^inst knowle^e and against vows, and 
coBtrarj to his character: they carry hi 
th^m a deliberate conteinpt of all the truti^ 
astd obUg«lion» of religion ; and if h6 pe- 
nshes^ bt doth not perish alone, but ca^rie^ 
a stioai do#n with him, either of those wi^ 
hare perished in ignorance throii^lHs neg-- 
lect, or of those who have been hardened 'm 
their sins through his ill example.'' Aga^ 
p. 138, having copiously discoursed of the 
studies befitting ministers, especially the 
study of the Scriptures, he adds, ^^ But to, 
give all these their full effect, a priest that 
is much in his study, ou^t to employ a great 
part of his time in secret and fervent prayer, 
for the direction and blessing of God in his 
labours, for the constant assistance of his 
Uoly Spirit, and for a hvely sense of divine 
matters ; that so he may feel the impressions 
of them grow deep and strong upon his 
thou^ts ; this, and this only, wiU make him 
go on with his work without wearying, and 
be always rejoicing in it/' 

But the chief benefit which accrued to me 
from the perusal of this book« was this: 1 
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was excited by it to an attentive considera- 
tion of those scriptures which speak of the 
obligations and duties of a minister, and 
which hitherto I had not observed, or very 
loosely attended to* In particular, it is yet 
fresh in my memory, that I was much affect- 
ed with considering the chaise of precious 
souls committed to me, and the awful ac- 
count one day to be rendered of them ; as 
this subject occurred to me in meditating on 
Ezekiel xxxiii* 7, 9. '^ So thou, O son of 
man ! I have set thee as a watchman unto 
the house of Israel : therefore thou shalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them 
from me. When I say unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die ; if thou 
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniqui- 
ty, but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of 
Ills way, to turn from it; if he do not turn 
from his way, he shall die in his iniquity, 
but thou hast delivered thy soul." I was 
fully convinced with Bishop Burnet, that 
everv minister is as much concerned in this 
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solemn warning, as the prophet himself. 
Acts XX. 17 — 35, was another portion of 
Scripture^ which by means of this book was 
brou^t home to my conscience ; especial- 
ly ver. 26, 27, 28, which serve as an illus- 
tration of the foregoing Scripture : '' Where- 
fore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men, for I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God* Take heed, therefore, un- 
to yourselves, and to all the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.'' 

In short, at his instance I was put upon 
the attentive and repeated perusal of the 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus, as contain- 
ing the sum of a minister's duty in all ages. 
I searched out, and carefully considered eve- 
ry text I could find in the whole Scripture, 
which referred to this ailment. I was 
greatly impressed by 1 Cor. ix. 16. "For 
necessity is laid upon me : yea, wo is me, if 
I preach not the Gospel." Nor was I less 
fitnick with Colossians, iv. 1 7. " Say to 
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ppus, Take heed to the mmiBtry which 
last received of the Lord, that thou 
it«" This was hrou^t to my con- 
e with power, as if the Apostle had in 
I spoken these words to me. But es- 
ly I was hoth instructed and encoura- 
f meditating upon 1 Peter v. 2—4. 
1 the flock of God that is among you, 

the oversight thereof, not by con- 
;, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, 
' a ready mind, neither as being lords 
Sod^s heritage, but as examples to the 

and when the chief shepherd shall 
r, ye shall receive a crown of glory, 
ideth not away." 

)pe the reader will excuse my prolixi* 
ipeaking on this subject ; because in 
it is very important ; and thou^ I got 
w views of gospel truth from this book, 
eceived such a deep conviction of the 
Ity and importance of that work, in 

I had thoughtlessly engaged, and of 
iminent danger my soul was exposed 
I neglected to devote myself wholly 
o ; that therein was laid the founda- 
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tion of all my subsequent conduct, £ 
change of sentiment. Indeed, I was gui 
6{ very criminal procrastination, after 1 1 
been thus convinced; and being enga^ 
more than I ought in other matters, I p< 
poned and neglected, for a time, comply 
with the dictates of my conscience. Bi 
never lost sight of the instruction I had 
ceived, nor ever had any comfortable 
flection, until having broken off all otl 
engagements, I had given myself up to th 
studies and duties which pertain unto 
work of the ministrj^ And I have caus< 
bless God, that this book ever came in 
way. 

Still, however, my self confidence i 
very Uttle abated, and my advance in 
knowledge of the truth very small. I n 
read Tillotson's sermons, and Jorti 
works ; and my time being otherwise en 
ged, I gave in to the indolent custom 
transcribing their discourses with some 
terations, to preach to my people. 1 
precluded free meditation on the word 
Ci6d. and led me for a time to take up 
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opinions updn trust* My preaching was in 
g'.aeral that smooth palatable mixture of 
layr and gospel, which corrupts both ; which, 
4". tiering the pride and prejudice, and sooth- 
ing the conscience, pleases the careless sin- 
ner, and self-ri^teous formalist ; but does 
real good to none* 

About this time I foolishly engaged in a 
course of diversion and visiting, more than 
I had done since my ordination : this unfit- 
ted me for secret prayer and close medita- 
tion, and rendered the Scriptures, and other 
religious studies, insipid and irksome to me, 
(a never-failing consequence of this vain 
compliance with the world.) For a time, 
therefore, my ardour was damped, my anxie- 
ty banished, and my inquiries retarded. 
However, I was not permitted entirely to 
drop my religious pursuits ; generally I made 
it a rule to read something in the Scriptures 
every day, and had a task of daily devo- 
tion; but I was very formal and lifeless in 
both of them. 

Yet not long after I was engaged in ear- 
nest meditation on our Lord's discourse with 

.5 



54 THE FORCE OF TRUTH I 

Nicodemus, (John iii.) I felt an anxious 
desire to understand this interesting portion 
of Scripture ; especially to know what it 
was to be bom again, or from above, and of 
the Spirit ; which in five verses our Saviour 
hath three times declared absolutely neces- 
sary to salvation* It was absurd to suppose 
that such strong expressions implied no 
more than baptism with water. Tillotson's 
controversial sermons on this subject, af- 
forded me no satisfaction* Some great and 
total change I supposed to be intended, not 
only in the behaviour but also in the heart* 
But having not yet clearly experienced that 
chaise, I could not understand wherein it 
consisted* However, having offered some 
poor prayers for divine teaching, I under- 
took to preach upon it ; but I talked very 
darkly, employed a considerable part of my 
time in declaiming against visionaries and 
enthusiasts, and reaped very little benefit 
from it* Yet I was so well satisfied with 
my performance, that in the course of my 

correspondence with Mr* , I sent him 

these sermons for^his perusal ; who, in re- 
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turn, sent me some of his own upon the 
same subject. But though sincerely desi- 
rous to understand our Lord's meaning in 
this important matter, I was too proud to 
be taught by him : I cast my eye, therefore, 
carelessly, over some of them, and return- 
ed the manuscript without attending to any 
thing contained in it* 

Nothing material occurred after this, lentil 
the next spring, 1776 ; when I was induced 
by what I had learned from Bishop Burnet, 
to establish a lecture once a week in one of 
my parishes, for expounding the Scriptures. 
This brought many passages, which I had 
not observed, under attentive consideration, 
and afforded my reflecting mind abundance 
of employment, in attempting to reconcile 
them with each other, and with my scheme 
of doctrine. 

Little progress, however, had been made, 
when, in May, 1 776, 1 heard a dignified cler- 
gyman, in a visitation sermon, recommend 
Mr. Soame Jennyn's " Treatise on the in- 
temall evidences of Christianity." In con- 
sequence of this recommendation, I perused 
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it, and not unprofitably. The truth and im- 
portance of the gospel revelation appeared 
with convincing evidence to my understand- 
ing, and came with efficacy to my heart, by 
reading this book : thence I received more 
distinct and heart-afiecting views of the de- 
sign of God in this revelation of himself; 
and I was led to much serious reflection, and 
earnest prayer, to be led to, or estabUshed 
in the truth, concerning the natujre .and 
reality of the atonement by the death of 
Christ ; for hitherto I was a Socinian, or 
very little better in this respect. 

But to counterbalance this advantage, Dr* 
Clarke's Scripture doctrine of the Trinity, 
and the controversy which ensued upon its 
pubUcation, became a favourite part of my 
study. The Arian scheme seems so incon- 
sistent with reason, that when reflecting 
men, in order to avoid those mysterious, 
and, as they imagine, unreasonable conclu- 
sions, which, according to the true meaning 
of words, the Scriptures contain, have been 
induced to become Arians ; it is wonderful 
thev do not, for the same cause, embrace 
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the Socinian system. This is the natural 
progress of unhumbled reason ; from Arian- 
ism to . Socinianism ; from Socinianism to 
Deism ; and then to Atheism. Many and 
awfol have been the examples of reasoning 
and learned men, who, under .the name of 
philosophers, arrogating to themselves the 
prerogative of superior discernment, have 
manifested the propriety with which they 
claimed this pre-eminence, by treading this 
downhill road, almost, if not quite, to the 
very bottom. 

But when a man has fallen so low as So- 
cinianism, not merely for want of informa- 
tion, or by blindly and implicitly adopting 
the sentiments of other men, but by leaning 
on his own understanding, and preferring 
the conclusions of his own reason, to the in- 
fallible dictates of the Holy Ghos^ ; it is 
not common for him to return gradually by 
the retrograde path, first to Arianism, and 
then to the received doctrine of the Trinity. 
Yet this was my case. Dr. Clarke appear- 
ed to me so undeniably to establish his 
argument, by express Scripture evidences, 
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and so plausibly defended his system on 
bodi hands, and backed his cause with so 
many seeming authorities, that on one side 
I found myself unable any loiter to main- 
tain my Socinian principles, but was con- 
strained to relinquish them as untenable; 
and on the other, I was not awai'e of the 
flaw in his reasoning, and the unavoidable 
consequence of his middle doctrine ; name- 
ly, that the Son, and the Holy Ghost, how- 
ever exalted, or dignified with names and 
titles, must either be mere creatures^ or that 
otherwise there must be three Gods. Not 
perceiving this, and my newly acquired re- 
verence for Scripture, and my old self-con- 
fidence and fondness for reasoning, being, 
by this conciliating scheme, both humoured, 
I cordially acceded to his sentiments, and 
for a long time could not endure any other 
doctrine. 

Nothing farther, of any consequence, oc- 
curred till about December, 1776, when 
Mr. Law's " Serious Call," a book I had 
hitherto treated with contempt. Was care- 
lessly taken up by me. But I had no sooner 
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opened it, than I was struck with the origin- 
ality of the work, and the spirit and force of 
argument wherewith it is written. This 1 
speak merely as to his management of the 
subject he treats of; for there are many 
things in it, that I am far from approving ; 
and to be sure it contains as little gospel, as 
any book of religion I am acquainted with. 
But though a very uncomfortable book for 
a person who is duly brought under a serious 
concern for his soul ; yet it is very useful to 
prepare the way, to show the need which 
we have of a Saviour^ and to enforce the 
practice of that holy diligence in the use of 
means, which the important interests of 
eternity reasonably demand. This was its 
use to me. By the perusal of it, I was con- 
vinced that I was guilty of great remissness 
and n^ligence ; that the duties of secret 
devotion called for far more of my time and 
attention than had been hitherto allotted 
to them ; that if I hope to save my own soul, 
and the souls of those that heard me, I must 
in this respect greatly alter my conduct, and 
increase my dilij^ence in seekin^s: and ser\'- 
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ing the Lord. From that time I began to 
study in what manner my devotions might 
be rendered more fervent and pertinent ; I 
transcribed and laid up in my memory, 
scripture petitions ; I employed some time 
in reading manuals of devotion, made at- 
tempts to compose prayers myself, and be- 
came more frequent and earnest, and I trust 
more spiritual than heretofore, in my secret 
addresses to the Majesty of Heaven. 

About this time, after many delays, I com- 
plied with the admonitions of my conscience, 
and disengaged myself from all my other 
employments, with a solemn resolution of 
leaving all my temporal concerns in the 
hands of the Lord, and of entirely devoting 
myself to the work of the ministry. Being 
thus become master of all my time, I drop- 
ped every other study, and turned the whole 
current of my reflections, inquiries, and 
reading into another channel, and thence- 
forth scarce opened a book, which treated 
of any thing beside religion. 

The first step I took after this disengage- 
ment, was to keep commonplace books : 



AX AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, Gl 



one I had for noting down remarkable pas- 
sages out of other authors ; and another for 
collecting into one view every text I could 
meet with in Scripture, respecting the most 
important and controverted doctrines of the 
gospel. Though I held this but a Uttle time, 
(for when my engagements multiplied, I 
dropt it,) yet I found it very useful, in bring- 
ing me acquainted with many passages of 
the word of God, to which I had not hither- 
to much attended ; and it prepared the way 
for penning my sermons on doctrinal sub- 
jects, with the scripture testimonies concern- 
ing the point in hand, in one view before me. 
In January, 1777, 1 met with a very high 
commendation of Mr. Hooker's works, with 
the honourable distinction of judicious be- 
stowed upon him. This excited my curi- 
osity to read his book, which accordingly I 
did, with great pro&t. In his discourse up- 
on justification, page 496, foUo edition, 
printed 1682, 1 met with the following re- 
markable passage, which, as well for its ex- 
cellency, as for the effect thereof upon my 
religious views, I shall, though somewhat 
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long, transcribe* " If our hands did never 
offer violence to our brethren, a bloody 
thought doth prove us murderers before 
him. If we had never opened our moutt 
to utter any scandalous, offensive, or hurt- 
ful word, the cry of our secret cogitations is 
lieard in the ears of God. If we did not 
commit the sins, which daily and hourly, in 
deed, word, or thoughts, we do commit ; yet 
in the good things which we do, how many 
defects are there intermingled ! God, in that 
which is done, respecteth the mind and in- 
tention of the doer ; cut off* then all those 
things, wherein we have regarded our own 
glory, those things which men do to please 
men, and to satisfy our own liking, those 
things which we do for any by respect, not 
sincerely, and purely for the love of God ; 
and a small score will serve for the number 
of our righteous deeds. Let the holiest 
and best things which we do, be considered : 
we are never better affected unto God, than 
when we pray ; yet when we pray, how are 
our affections many times distracted ! how 
httie reverence do we show unto the grand 
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Majesty of Heaven, unto whom we speak ! 
how little remorse of our own miseries! 
how little taste of the sweet influence of his 
tender mercies do we feel ! Are we not as 
unwilling many times to begin, and as glad 
to make an end, as if in saying, ' Call upon 
me,' he had set us a veiy burthensome task ? 
It may seem somewhat extreme, which I will 
speak ; therefore let every one judge of it, 
even as his own heart shall tell him, and no 
otherwise. I will but only make a demand ! 
iT God should yield unto us, not as unto 
Abraham ; if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty, yea, 
or if ten good persons could be found in a 
city, for their sakes, the city should not be 
destroyed : but, and if he should make us 
an offer thus large : Search all the genera- 
tions of men since the fall of our father 
Adam; find one man, that haih done one 
action, which hath passed from him pure 
without any stain or blemish at all ; and for 
that one man's only action, neither men nor 
angels shall feel the torments which are 
prepared for both. Do you think that this 
ransom to deliver men and angels could be 
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found among the sons of men ? The best 
things which we do have somewhat in them 
to be pardoned ; how then can we do any 
thing meritorious, or worthy to be reward- 
ed ? Indeed, God Uberally promiseth what- 
soever appertaineth to a blessed Ufe to as 
many as sincerely keep his law, thou^ they 
be not exactly able to do it. Wherefore we 
acknowledge a dutiful necessity of doing 
well, but the meritorious dignity of doing 
well we utterly renounce. We see how far 
we are from the perfect righteousness of the 
law ; the little fruit, which we have in holi- 
ness, it is, God knoweth, corrupt and un- 
sound ; we put no confidence at all in it ; 
we challenge nothing in the world for it ; WI5 
dare not call God to reckoning, as if we had 
him in our debt books. Our continual suit 
to him is, and must be, to bear with our in- 
firmities, and pardon our offences.^' 

I had no sooner read this passage, than I 
acquired such an insight into the strictness 
and spirituality of the divine law, and the 
perfection which a just and holy God, ac- 
cording to that law, cannot but require iii 
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all the services of his reasonable creatures; 
that I clearly perceived my very best duties 
on which my main dependence had hitherto 
been placed, to be mere specious sins; and 
my whole life appeared to be one continued 
series of transgressions. I now understood 
the apostle's meaning, when he affirms, 
"That by the works of the law can no 
flesh be justified before God." All my 
^fficulties in this matter vanished; all my 
distinctions and reasonings about the mean- 
ing of the words law and justification, and 
all my borrowed criticisms about them, 
failed me atnce. I coould no longer be 
thus amused ; for I was convinced, beyond 
Che possibility of a doubt, that all men were 
so notoriously transgressors of every law of 
tGod, that they none of them could be justi- 
fied in his sight, according to any law: I 
was sensible that if God should only call 
me into judgment before him, according to 
the strictness of his perfect law, for the best 
duty I ever performed, I must be condemn- 
ed as a transgressor; when weighed in these 
exact balances, it would be found wanting. 
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Thus was I effectually convinced, that if 
ever I were saved, it must be in some way 
of unmerited mercy and grace, though I 
understood not clearly in what way, till long 
after. Immediately, therefore, I took for 
my text, Galatians iii. 22. " But the Scrip- 
ture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise that is by faith in Jesus Christ, 
might be given to them that believe ;'' and 
preached from it according to Hooker's 
doctrine ; expressing, as strongly as I could, 
the defilements of our best actions, and our 
need of mercy in every thing we did ; in 
order the more evidently to show that sal- 
vation was of grace, through faith, not of 
works, lest any man should boast. How- 
ever, I had not yet attained unto the 
knowledge of the foulness of that fountain 
whence all these polluted streams flow forth 
so plentifully into our lives and conversations. 
I was not then able to receive the follow- 
ing nervous passages cancerning justification, 
(p. 495.) " But the righteousness, wherein 
we must be found, if we will be justified, is 
not our own ; therefore we cannot be justi- 
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tied by any inherent quality; Christ hath 
merited righteousness for as many as are 
found in him* In him God tindeth us if we 
be faithful ; for by faith we are incorporated 
into Christ. Then, although in ourselves 
we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet 
even the man who is impious in himself, 
full of iniquity, full of sin; him being found 
in Christ through faith, and having his sin 
remitted through repentance ; him God up- 
holdeth with a gracious eye, putteth away 
his sin by not imputing it ; taketh quite away 
the punishment due thereunto by pardon- 
ing it; and accepteth him in Jesus Christ 
as perfectly righteous, as if he had fulfilled 
all that was commanded him in the law. 
Shall I say more perfectly righteous, than 
if himself had fulfilled the whole law? I 
must take heed what I say ; but the apostle 
saith, ' God made him to be sin for us^ who 
knew no sin^ that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.^ Such are we 
in the sight of God the Father, as is the 
very Son of God himself. Let it be counted 
folly, or frenzy, or fury, whatsoever: it is 



{ 



^8 THE FORCE OF TRUTH : 

our comfort and our wisdom ; we care for 
no knowledge in the world but this, that 
man hath sinned, and God hath suffered; 
that God hath made himself the Son of 
man, and that men are made the righteous- 
ness of God." 

Equally determinate and expressive is 
what he says, p. 500, '^As for such as hold 
with the church of Rome, that we cannot 
be saved by Christ alone without works, 
they do not only by a circle of consequence, 
but directly, deny the foundation of faith; 
they hold it not; no, not so much as by a 
single thread." If the judicious IVft. Hook- 
er's judgment may, in this important con- 
cern, be depended on, as I suppose it will 
not easily be proved erroneous, I fear the 
foundation of faith is only held by a small 
part of that church which has honoured her 
champion with this distinction. 

Page 508 and 509, he thus defends his 
doctrine against the objections of the Pa- 
pists, (for at that time none but the Papists 
objected to it,) " It is a childish cavil, where- 
, vcith^ in the matter of justification, our ad- 
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versaries do so greatly please themselves, 
exclaiming that we tread all Christian vir- 
tues under our feet, and require nothing of 
Christians but faith ; because we teach that 
faith alone justifieth. Whereas, by this 
speech we never meant to exclude either 
hope or charity from being always joined as 
inseparable mates with faith, in the man that 
is justified ; or works from being added as 
necessary duties required at the hands of 
every justified man ; — ^but to show that 
faith is the only hand which putteth on Christ 
unto justification ; and Christ the only gar- 
ment, which being so put on, covereth the 
shame of our defiled natures — ^hideth the 
imperfection of our works — ^preserveth us 
blameless in the sight of God : before whom, 
o&erwise, the weakness of our faith were 
cause sufficient to make us culpable, yea, 
to shut us from the kingdom of heaven, 
where nothing that is not absolute can en- 
ter." 

Had I at this time met with such passages 
in the writings of the Dissenters, or any of 
those modern publications, which, under the 
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brand of methodistical, are condenmed 
without reading, or perused with invincible 
prejudice, I should not have thought them 
worth regard, but should have rejected them 
as wild enthusiasm. But I knew that Hook- 
er was deemed perfectly orthodox, and a 
standard writer, by the prelates of the 
church in his own days. I learned from his 
dispute with Mr. Travers, that he was put 
upon his defence, for making concessions in 
this matter to the church of Rome, which 
the zealous Protestants did not think war- 
rantable ; that he was judged by the more 
rigid, too lax in his doctrines ; bjr. none too 
rigid. I had never heard that it had been 
insinuated, that he was tinctured with en- 
thusiasm ; and the solidity of his judgment, 
and acuteness of his reasoning faculties, 
needed no voucher to the attentive reader. 
His opinion therefore carried great wei^t 
with it ; made me suspect the truth of my 
former sentiments, and put me upon serious 
inquiries, and deep meditation upon this 
subject, accompanied with earnest prayers 
for the teaching and direction of the Lord 
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erein. The result was, that after many 
ijections, and doubts, and much examina- 
)n of the word of God, in a few months 
began to accede to Mr. Hooker's senti- 
ents. And at the present my opinion in 
is respect, as far as I know, coincides with 
ese passages of this eminent author, and is 
ipported and vindicated with the same ar- 
iments ; he, therefore, who would prove 
ir doctrine of justification by faith aloie to 
3 an error, will do well to answer in the 
ret place these quotations from Mr. 
looker. 

And, indeed, as far as I can understand 
im, there is scarce any doctrine, which, 
ith no inconsiderable oflFence, I now 
reach, that is not as evidently contained in 
is writings, as in my sermons. Witness 
surticularly his " Discourse of the certain- 
^, and perpetuity of faith in the elect," in 
hich the doctrine of the final perseverance 
r true believers, as far as seems worth con- 
tnding for, is expressly taught and main- 
lined : And he closes it with this noble tri- 
mph of full assurance, as resulting from 
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that comfortable doctrine in the hearts of 
confirmed and experienced Christians : 
(page 532.) ^' I know in whom I have befie- 
ved ; I am not ignorant whose precious blood 
has been shed for me ; I have a shepherd 
full of kindness, full of care, full of power; 
unto him I commit myself. His own finger 
hath engraven this sentence in the tables of 
my heart : Satan hath desired to winnow thee 
as wheat J but I have prayed that thy faith 
fail not^ therefore the assurance of my 
hope I will labour to keep as a jewel unto 
the end, and by labour through the gracious 
mediation of his prayers, I shall keep it." 
With such words in my mouth, and such as- 
surance in my heart, 1 wish to live, and hope 
to die. 

The insertion of these quotations from 
this old author, I hope will need no apolo- 
gy; many have not his works, and these 
extracts are worthy of their perusal ; others, 
for these specimens, may be prevailed on 
to read, what perhaps hath hitherto been 
an unnoticed book in their studies. Esp^ 
cially I recommend to those who admire 
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him as the champion of their external or- 
der and discipline of the church, and sucli 
as willingly allow him the honour of being 
distinguished by the epithet judicious ; that 
they would attentively read, and impartially 
consider his doctrine. This would put an 
effectual stop to those declamations, that 
either ignorantly or maliciously are made 
against those very doctrines as novel inven- 
tions, which have just now been explained 
and defended, in Mr, Hooker's own words* 
For my own part, though I acknowledge 
that he advances many things I should be 
unwilling to subscribe to ; yet I heartily 
bless God, that at this time I read him; the 
first material alteration that took place iu 
my views of the Gospel, being in conse- 
quence thereof. 

One more quotation I shall produce, and 
so take my leave of him ; (page 552,) ad- 
dressing himself unto the pastors, who are 
appointed to feed the chosen in Israel, he 
says, " If there be any feeUng of Christ, 
any drop of heavenly dew, any spark of 
God's good Spirit within you, stir it up : 
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be careful to build and edify, first your- 
selves, and then your flocks, in his most 
holy faifh. I say, first yourselves; for he, 
which will set the hearts of other men on 
fire with the love of Christ, must himself 
bum with love. It is want of faith in our- 
selves, my brethren, which makes us watch- 
less, (careless,) in building others. We for- 
sake the Lord's inheritance, and feed it not. 
What is the reason of this ? Our own de- 
sires are settled where they should not be. 
We ourselves are like those women, which 
have a longing to eat coals, and lime, and 
filth ; we are fed, some with honour, some 
with ease, some with wealth. The Gospel 
waxeth loathsome and unpleasant in our 
taste. How should we then have a care to 
feed others with that we cannot fancy our- 
selves ? If faith wax cold and slender in the 
heart of the prophet, it will soon perish 
from the ears of the people.'' 'Tis not 
needful to add any reflections upon this 
passage ; every one will readily make them 
for himself; we are, however, reminded 
thereby of Solomon's words, (Eccl, i. 9, 



AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE. 75 

10.) ^' There is no new thing under the 
sun ; is there any thing whereof it may be 
said, see this is new ? It hath been already 
of old time which was before us/' (EccL 
iii. 15.) ''That which hath been, is now, 
and that which is to be, hath already been J' 
To my shame be it spoken, though I had 
twice subscribed the articles which allow 
the book of Homilies to be sound and 
wholesome doctrine, I had never yet seen 
them, and understood not what that doctrine 
was* But now, being engaged in a serious in- 
quiry after truth, and Hooker's works having 
given me a most favourable opinion of these 
old authors, I was inclined to examine them ; 
and read part of the book with some degree of 
attention. And though many things seemed 
hard sayings, that I could not receive ; yet 
many others were made very useful to me, 
especially concerning justification. In short, 
I perceived that that doctrine which I had 
hitherto despised as methodistical, was the 
standard doctrine of the established church, 
when that book was composed ; and, con- 
sequently, that it was so still : for that book 
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has lost none of its authority ; though much 
of its esteem with those who subscribe the 
thirty-nine articles. This weakened my 
prejudice, though it did not prove the doc* 
trine true. 

About this time a new and unexpected 
effect was produced by my preaching. I 
had hitherto been satisfied to see pec^le 
regularly frequent the church, listen atten- 
tively to what was discoursed, and lead 
moral, decent Uvee. The way in which I 
had been led was so smooth, and the pro- 
gress I had made so gradual ; I had lately 
so little experienced distressing concern for 
my own soul, and had so little acquaintance 
with persons conversant with these matters ; 
that Ihou^ I declared the strictness, and 
spirituality, and sanction of the law of God 
in an alarming manner, yet it never occur- 
red to me but that they who profited there- 
fay, would proceed in the same easy gra- 
idual way. But I had scarce begun this new 
method of preaching, when application was 
made to me by persons in great distress 
about their souls; their conscience beine 
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awakened to a sense of their lost condition by 
nature and practice, they were anxious in 
inquiring, what they must do to be saved ? 
I knew not well what to say to them, my 
views being very clouded, and my senti- 
ments very perplexed concerning justifica- 
tion: but being wilUng to give them the 
best counsel I could, I exhorted them to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, though I 
was neither capable of instructing them»con- 
ceming the true nature of faith, nor in what 
manner they were to seek for it. However, 
1 better understood my own meaning, when 
I advised them to the study of the Scriptures, 
accompanied with prayer to God, to be led 
to the right understanding of them; and 
when I inculcated amendment of life. In 
this manner the Lord slowly brought them 
forward ; and though, for want of a better 
instructor, they were a considerable time 
before they arrived at estabUshment in the 
faith, yet some of them, having their minds 
less leavened with prejudice and the pride 
of reasoning, were more apt scholars in the 
school of Christ than I was, and got the 
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start of me in die knowledge both of doc- 
trine and duty ; and in their turns became, 
though without intending it, in some things 
m; monitors, to my no §roall advantage. 

This singular circumstance of being the 
instrument of a woric of grace in others, 
whilst I mjaelf bo little understood the trae 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, very much increas- 
ed my perplex!^. I became doubly ear- 
nest to know the truth lest 1 should mislead 
those who confided their precious souls to 
me, as their spiritual instructor. This 
added to my diligence in reading and medi- 
tating on the word of God ; and made me 
more earnest in prayer to be guided to the 
knowledge of the truth. Aod under every 
difficulty I constantly had recourse unto the 
Lord to preserve me from ignorance and 
error, and to enable me to distinguish be- 
tween the doctrines of his word, and the 
inventions and traditions of men. 

At this time 1 established a weekly lec- 
ture for expounding Scripture in my other 
parish, which occssioned my farther ac- 
qaaintance with the various parts of the 
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word of God. It was my general practice 
in penning these lectures, to search out all 
ihe Scriptures referred to in the margin, and 
all others I could recollect upon the subject, 
and to make use of them in explaining each 
other. This method enabled me to store 
my memory with texts of Scripture, and 
made way for a greater exactness in discuss- 
ing doctrinal subjects, than I had hitherto 
been acquainted with. 

In the course of this winter, 1777, 1 was 
engaged in deep meditation upon Luke xi. 
9. 13; concerning the Holy Spirit being 
given in answer to prayer. And, at length, 
having made a collection of all the Scrip- 
tures I Could meet with which respected 
that important doctrine, and having diligent- 
ly compared them together, and meditated 
upon them, and besought the Lord to fulfil 
the promise to my soul, I wrote two ser- 
mons upon the subject ; one from Luke xi. 
13. — « If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.'' 
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Tbe odier from James i. 16, 17. — ''Do not 
err, my beloved brediren, every good ffR, 
and every perfect gift, is from abore, and 
conteth down from the Fa&er of Lights." 
By this my views of a Christian's privileges 
and duties in tfiis respect, were much en- 
Uiged, and my requests were made known 
uDto tlie Lord in a more full, exact, and be- 
lieving manner, than heretofore. Thou^ 
much in the dadk in many important mat- 
ters respecting the person, offices, and work 
of the Holy Ghost ; yet I had discovered 
more of v4iat was promised concemii^ him, 
and therefore knew better what to ask for. 
My obligations to Bisfat^ Beveridge are 
next to be acknowledged. When I irst 
began to peruse his sermons, 1 conceived a 
mean opinion of him, and it was some time 
before I could prevail with myself to exa* 
mine any ferther into his writings ; but be- 
ing now farther advanced in my inquiry after 
truth, those singularities which at first of- 
fended me became tolerable, and I began 
to relish the simplicity, spirituality, and 
love of Christ, and affection for sou ts, which 
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eminently shine forth in many places of his 
works. Indeed I received considerable in- 
struction from him ; but especially his scr- 
mon on the real satisfaction made by the 
death of Christ for the sins of believers, 
was the blessed means of clearing up my 
views, and confirming my faith respecting 
that fundamental doctrine of Christianity. 
On Good Friday, 1 777, 1 preached a sermon 
upon that subject, from Isaiah liii. 6. ^' All 
we like sheep have gone astray ; — ^we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid, (hath caused to light,) on 
him the iniquities of us all." Wherein I 
endeavoured to prove that which hath ever 
since been the sole foundation of all my. 
hopes ; namely, that Christ indeed bore the 
sins of all who should ever truly believe in 
all their guilt, condemnation, and deserved 
punishment in his body on the tree. And I 
explicitly avowed my belief, that Christ, as 
our surety and bondsman, stood in our law 
place, to answer all our obligations, and to 
satisfy divine justice, and the demands of 
the law for our offences : and I publicly re- 
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nounced, as erroneous and grievous perver- 
sions of Scripture, all mj former explana- 
tions and interpretations of these subjects* 

This was the first doctrine in which I was 
clearly and fuUj brought to acknowledge 
the truth, though I had with no little earnest- 
ness for two years been inquiring about it; 
to so astonishing a degree was my blinded 
understanding filled with prejudice against 
the doctries of the word of God ! — ^Hither- 
to they had been foolishness to me, but 
now, under the divine teaching, I began,^ 
though very dimly, to discern the wisdom of 
God in them. 

I say dimly, for I was still under many an ^ 
great mistakes, and in much ignorance in 
the most important matters. I knew sin to 
be a transgression of God's law; but I did 
not see its odious deformity, in being deli* 
berate rebellion against God's sovereign au- 
thority, and an express contradiction to his 
holy nature : in charging God foolishly, as 
either wanting wisdom or goodness in laying 
such restraints upoQ the inclinations of his 
creatures; and as tending to overturn all 
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ordination in the universe, and to intro- 
e anarchy, confusion, and misery, into 
whole creation of God. My own best 
ons I perceived to be defiled ; but I un- 
itood not that this was the effect of a 
raved nature, and a polluted heart. The 
trine of original sin, as the fruitful root 
:hese multiplied evils, was not yet a part 
ly creed. Inconsistently I was an Arian 
. Clarkist in my sentiments concerning 
person of Christ, and the divinity of the 
y Ghost. Some faint conception I had 
aed of that sanctifying work of the Ho- 
)pirit in the soul ; the beginnings of it I 
e understood. And I continued to en- 
ain an implacable enmity to the doctrine 
election, and those connected with it. 
my faith was now fixed upon a crucified 
iour ; (though I dishonoured his person 
denied his deity,) and I had a sincere 
re of being devoted to the Lord. He, 
•efore, in mercy accepted his own work 
ly heart, and pardoned all that was mine, 
at length extricated me out of that laby- 
h of difficulties, in which I was entangled. 
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About this time, in the course of my lec- 
tures, our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus 
came again under my consideration* Not- 
withstanding much meditation and manj 
prayers, I could not satisfy my mind about 
it. I was convinced some internal change 
must be implied in the expressions, being 
bom from above, and being bom of the 
Spirit ; and according to what I had expe- 
rienced, I endeavoured to explain it ; but I 
was much in the dark, and had many doubts 
whether I was right or wrong. 

Hitherto, excepting " Leland on the De- 
istical Writers,'' I had not read any book 
written by a dissentei^, with the least degree 
of candour and attention ; but at this crisis 
I met with the first volume of Doctor 
Evan's sermons, entitled, " The Christian 
Temper." I was induced to read it by the 
recommendation of a friend ; but such was 
my proud, foolish heart, that I opened it with 
great prejudice, because I understood the 
author was a dissenter. However, this 
book came with a blessing ; for by perusing 
it, I at length perceived, that fallen nmu 
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both body and soul, is indeed carnal, and 
sold under sin ; that by nature, in every man 
living, the reasonable and immortal part is 
destitute of spirituality, immersed in mat- 
ter, and by a dishonourable and miserable 
prostitution, is given up to make provision 
for the flesh to fulfil the lust thereof; and 
that man must be renewed in the spirit of 
his mind, new created unto good works, bom 
of the Spirit of God, made partaker of a 
new and divine nature, before he can possi- 
bly be made meet for, or admitted into the 
kingdom of God. In a very little time all 
my difficulties about this matter vanished, 
and the truth became so exceedingly plain 
and evident, that until I had made the expe- 
riment, I could scarce be persuaded, but 
fliat every person who heard it rightly ex- 
plained must assent to it. This doctrine I 
have ever since invariably preached with 
good efiect, I trust, in opening the eyes of 
sinners, and tumii^ them from darkness un- 
to li^t, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. (Acts xxyi. 28.) 

About this time, my acquaintance with 
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Mr. was resumed* From the conclu- 

sion of our correspondence in Decemberi 
1775, till April, 1777,^it had been almost 
wholly dropped. To speak plainly, I did 
not care for his company ; I did not mean 
to make any use of him as an instructor, and 
was unwilling the world should think us any 
ways connected. 

But under discouraging circumstances I 
had occasion to call upon him ; and his dis- 
course comforted and edified me, and my 
heart being, by his means, relieved from its 
burden, became susceptible of affection to 
him. From that time I was inwardly plea^ 
sed to have him for my friend ; though not 
as now, rejoiced to call him so. However, 
I had no thou^ts of learning doctrinal 
truth from him, and was ashamed to be de- 
tected in his company; but I sometimes 
stole away to spend an hour with him. 
About the same time I once heard him 
preach, but it was still foolishness to me ; 
his sermon being much upon the believer's 
experience : and, therefore, thou^ I loved 
and valued him J considered him as a per- 
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son misled by enthusiastical notions, and 
strenuously insisted that we should never 
flunk alike, till we met in heaven* 

All along, in the progress of this inquiry, 
I grew more and more concerned about my 
character ; I saw myself continually verg- 
ing nearer and nearer to that scheme of doc- 
trine which the world called Methodism : 
nor could I help it, without doing violence 
to my convictions. I had, indeed, set out 
with the avowed, and, I trust, sincere reso- 
lution of seeking for the truth, as impartially 
as possible ; and of embracing it wherever 
I found it, without respect to interest, repu- 
tation, or any worldly consideration whatso- 
ever : I had taken patiently, and supported 
comfortably, the loss of my opening pros* 
pect of preferment, I trust mainly from the 
supports of grace, and the consciousness of 
having acted with integrity ; but I am not 
sure, but there might therewith creep in 
some consolation to my deceitful heart, from 
a vain imagination that my character would 
be no loser. Ambitious thirst after the 
praise of men was much more my peculiar 
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corruption, than covetousness ; and I had 
been in no ordinaiy degree proud of my 
natural understanding; the people called 
Methodists, I had been accustomed to hear 
mentioned with contempt, as very silly, as 
fools, and sometimes as madmen ; with no 
small degree of complacency, and self-pre- 
ference, I too had despised them, as weak 
enthusiasts* But I now began to be appre- 
hensive, that the tables were about io be 
turned upon me ; if I professed and teach- 
ed these doctrines, I must no longer be con- 
sidered as a man of sober understanding, 
but one of those persons, whose heads be- 
ing naturally weak, had been turned by re- 
ligious studies ; and who, having fallen un- 
der the power of enthusiasm, are b^ome 
no better than fools. 

This was the sharpest trial I passed 
through, having not yet leamed| that, 
^^ when we are reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are we J' Nor did I remem- 
ber that the Apostles were fools for Christ's 
sake; were deemed to be beside them- 
selves ; went through evil report, and good 
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report, as decdvers, and yet troe; thatthey 
were every where spoken against, as the 
iiellowB that turned the world upside down ; 
were treated as vain babblers, and account- 
id the filth of die world, and the officourikig 
bi all things. I did not consider that Jesus 
faiiDBelf, the brightness 6f ihe Father's gloiy^ 
Ab Word and Wisdom of God, who went 
about doing good, and spake as never ioian 
spake, was not only rejected, but despised, 
9M' not worth hearing, as one that had a 
devil, as in league with the devil, as a blas- 
phemer, a Samaritan, a madman, a devil 
himself. I read indeed, but my understand- 
ii^ was not yet opened to understand such 
plain Scriptures as these, (John xv. 1 9, 20 ;) 
*^ If ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own : but because ye are not of the 
world, but I ha^e chosen you out of the 
world; therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I said unto you : 
the servant is not greater than the Lord ; if 
they have persecuted me, they will also per- 
secute you." And Mat. X. 24, 25 : "The 

disciple is not above his master^ nor the 

8 
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cem aboDt d^ ohancter quickened me very 
much in prayer, and increased my^Iigeace 
in searching the Scr^tnrea, that I might be 
sure I was not, at thit expense, preaddt^ 
cimniogly devised &ble8i instead of feeding 
the souls committed to my care, with die 
una^lterated milk of gospel truth. 

In this state of my mind, which is easier * 
understood by experience than description, 
I. met with Mr. Venn's Essay on ttie pro- 
phecy of Zacharias. 1 was no stranger to 
the character he bore in the eye of &e 
world, and did not begin to read his boot 
withgreatalacrity,orexpectation; however, 
the importance of the subjects ther^n 
treated of engaged my attention, and some 
d^ee of impartiality as I proceeded. I 
disapproved, indeed, and quarrelled with 
many things; but others evidenced their 
truth and importance to my understanding 
and conscience ; especially, 1 foun^ ^ word 
in season, respecting my weak and wicked 
shame and attention to character in inqui- 
ring after divine truth, and in the perform- 
ance of Ihe important duties of a go^f*! 
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minister. These solemn words in particular 
went home to my heart: ^' If the spirit of 
the world, pride, carelessness respecting 
lbetK>aI, and the neglect of Christ, be not 
hateful to God, and destructive to men, the 
gospel, (widi reverence I speak it,) is an 
tivqpo»ti(Hi. Do jou abhor that thought as 
blasphemy ? Abhor as much a fewnii^ upon 
Christ ^om year to year in your closet, 
calling him there your Lord and your God : 
and then coming out to consult the worid, 
bow far &ey will allow you to obey his 
plain commands, without saying you are a 
Mtethodist? Cease ralther to profess any 
allegiance to Christ thap treat him, under 
professions of duty, with such contempt. I 
wodldj saithhe to the Church of Laodicea, 
thou Wert cold or hot, so then because thou 
fltrt lukewarm, and neither cold or hot, I 
will spew thee out of my moudi." Rev. 
Hi. 15, 16. 

I should as easily be cmivinced that there 
was no Holy Ghost, as fliat he was not pre- 
sent with my soul when I read Ubis passage, 

and tiie whole of trfiat Mr. Venn has written 

9 
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upon the subject. It came to aij heart with 
such power,' conviction, and demonstration 
ef the Spirit, that it Ufled me up abore ttie 
world, and produced that victoiy which 
faith alone can give; and that Uberty, niiicb 
uniformly attenda tiie presence of the Spirit 
of the Lord. I became at once ashamed 
of my base ingratitude and foolish fears; 
and was filled with such consolation, and 
rejoicing even in the prospect of sacrificing 
my character, and runniogtiie risk of infamy 
and contempt, as made me entirety satisfied 
on that head; and, some few unbelievii^ 
seasons excepted, I have ever since been 
very little troubled about being accounted 
an entiiusiast, or a Methodist. 
' But still I remained as much, and am 
now more afraid of enthusiasm itself, than 
ever ; and the nearer I verged to what I 
had ignorantly supposed to be enthusiasm, 
the more apprehensive 1 became, lest my 
earnestness in such interesting inquiries, 
and the warmth of my natural spirit, thus 
occasionally increased, should put me ofi* 
my guard, and betray me into delusions and 
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mistakes. From this danger I could obtain 
no security, but by keeping close to the 
study of the word of God ; and by being 
earnest and particular in praying to be pre- 
served from enthusiasm, and to be enabled 
to distinguish between the pure revelations 
of the .Holy Spirit, and the inventions of 
men, or the delusions of the spirit of Ues. 

The doctrine of a trinity of co-equal per*- 
sons in the Unity of the Godhead, had been 
l^itherto no part of my creed. I had long 
been accustomed to despise this great mys- 
tery of godliness : I had quarrelled with the 
articles of the established church about this 
doctrine : I had been very positive and open 
in my declarations against it ; and my un- 
Inimbled reason still retained objections to 
it. But about June, 1777, I began to be 
troubled with doubts about it, and to sus- 
pect the truth of Dr. Clarke's hypothesis. 
I had just read Mr. Lindsey's Apology and 
Sequel. Before I saw them, I had made a jest 
of , those who thought of confiiting him on 
the orthodox scheme, and was not without 
thoughts of maintaining Dr. Clarke's system 
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aghast bim. But when I nnderetood that 
he claimed Dr. Clarke as a Socioian, 1 was 
sDrprised, and engaged in much anxious 
consideration of the subject. The more I 
studied, the more I was dissatisfied ; many 
things now first occurred to me, as strong 
objections against my own sentiments upon 
that bead : and being perplexed, snd una- 
ble to make out a scheme for myself, I easily 
perceived that I was not qualitied to dispute 
with another person. My pride and my 
convictions struggled hard for the victory ; 
I was very unwilling to become a Trinita- 
rian in the strict sense of the word, though 
in my own sense I had for some time pre- 
tended to be one; and yet the more I con- 
sidered it, the more I was diseatisiied with all 

other systems. My esteem for Mr. ,waB 

also now very much increased ; and though 
I had hitherto concealed thiti part of my sen- 
timents from him, yet ! knew his to be very 
different ; and though 1 was not willing to 
be taught by him in other mattcre, yet in this 
respect, finding his opinion the same which 
in nil former ages of the rhnrch bath been 
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accounted orthodox, while that which I 
held had all along been branded a^ hereti- 
cal, my fears of a mistake were thereby ex- 
ceedii^y increased* In this perpleiuty I 
applied to the Lord and besought him to 
lead me to a settled conclusion what was 
the truth. After much meditation upon 
this subject, together with a careful exanu- 
nation of all the Scriptures which I then 
understood to relate thereto, accompanied 
with a hearty prayer for divine teaching, I 
was at length constrained to renounce, as 
utterly indefensible, all my former senti- 
ments, and to accede to that doctrine which 
I had so long despised. I saw, and could 
no longer avoid seeing, that the offices and 
works attributed in Scripture to the Son 
and Holy Ghost, are such as none but the 
infinite God could perform ; that it is a con- 
radiction to believe the real, and conse- 
uently infinite satisfaction to divine justice 
lade by the death of Christ, without be- 
aring him to be very God of very God : 
T could the Holy Ghost give spiritual life 
to.^anddweU in theheartsof unbeUerersat 

IT* 
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the mine time to auit hia woik of convinc- 
ing, enl^tening, teaching, strengthenitig, 
sanctifying and comforting, to the seve- 
ral cases of eveiy individual, were be not 
the omniscient, omnipresent, infinite God. 
And being assured from reason, as well as 
irom Scripture, that there is not, and can- 
not be more Gods than one, I was driven 
from my reasonings, and constrained to 
submit my natural understanding to divine 
revelation; and allowing that the incomt- 
prehensible God alone can fully know the 
unsearchable mysteries of his own divine 
nature, and manner of his own exbtence 
to adopt the doctrine of a Trinity in Unity, 
in order to preserve consistency in my owe 
scheme. But it was a considerable time 
before I was disentangled from my embar- 
rassments on this subject. 

Hitherto my prejudices against Mr. Her- 
vey, as a writer upon doctrinal subjects, had 
been very strong. I thought him a very 
pious man, and 1 had read with pleasure 
some parts of his meditations ; but having 
Considered him an entiiusiast. 1 had no cu- 
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liofiity to read any other of his writings. But 
about July, 1777, 1 providentially met with 
his dialogues and letters between Theron 
said Aspasio, and opening the book, I was 
much pleased with the first passage on which 
I cast my eye. This engaged me to read 
the whole with uncommon attention : nor 
did I, in twice perusing it, ever meet with 
any, thing contrary to my own sentiments, 
without immediately beseeching the Lord 
to guide me to the truth. I trust the Lord 
heard and answered these my prayers : for 
though I could not but diss^it from him, 
(as I still do,) in some few things, yet I was 
very much enlightened thereby, in every 
^ng relative to our fallen, guilty, lost and 
helplessly miserable state by nature; and 
the way and manner in which the believer 
is accounted and accepted as righteous in 
the presence of a just, holy, and heart- 
searching, a faithful, and unchangeable 
God; especially his animated description 
and application of the stag-chase, cleared 
up this important matter to my mind, more 

9** 
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than any dung I had hitherto net with 

upon the subject. 

1 bad now acceded to moat of the doc- 
trioes wluch at present. I believe and preach ; 
except the doctrine ot penonal election, 
and those which depend on, and are con- 
nected wilb it. These were still foolish- 
ness to me, and so late as August, 1777, I 
told my friend Mr. -- — , that I was sure I 
never should be of his s^itimenta on that 
head ; to which he anawered, that if I ne- 
ver mentioned this subject, he never should, 
as we were now agreed in all he juiced ab- 
solutely needful ; but he had not the least 
doubt of my very shortly becoming a Calvin- 
ist, as I should presently discover my system 
of doctrine to be otherwise incomplete and 
inconsistent with itself. And, indeed, by this 
time I had so repeatedly discovered myself 
to be mistaken where I had been veiy confi- 
dent, that I began to suspect myself in eve- 
ry thing wherein f entertained sentiments 
different from those with whom I conver- 
sed. This did not influence me to take 
their opiniotts upon trust ; but it disposed 
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me more particularly and attentively to 
cotisider them ; and in every perplexity to 
have recourse to the Lord, to be preserved 
from error, and guided to the truttu 
. About the same time also, I began to have 
more frequent appUcations made to me by 
persons under deep concern for their souls. 
My heart was much engaged in this new 
employment; I was much troubled to see 
their pressing anxieties, and to hear iheir 
doubts, difficulties, and objections against 
themselves. Being sincerely desirous to 
instruct them right, and to lead them on to 
establishment and comfort, I felt my defi- 
ciency, and seemed to have no ground to 
go on, nor any counsel to give them, but 
what led them into greater perplexity, in- 
stead of relieving them. In this case I 
earnestly besought the Lord to instruct me 
what word in season to speak unto ihem. 

Thus circumstanced, I read "Witsius' 
Economy of the Covenants," and observed 
what use he made of the doctrine of elec- 
tion for this very purpose. This convinced 
me that the doctrine, if true, would afford 
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that ground of comfort whicb my people 1 
nanted. It would evince, that their beit^ 
airakeaed out o£ a careleas state, to an 
earnest concern for, and anxiety about their 
aoulg, and to an hearty desire of cleaving 
unto the Lord ; and their want of some se- 
curity that they should not, Ihrou^ the de- 
ceitfulnesa of their own hearts, Uieir own 
weaknesE, the entanglements of the worid, 
and the teroptationa of Satan, foil back e^in 
into their former course of sin, was the 
work of the Holy Ghost. If this were 
wrought in consequence of the determinate 
purpose and foreknowledge of God respect- 
ing them, it would follow from the entire 
and undeserved freeness of this first gift, be- 
stowed on them, when neither desirii^ nor 
seeking it, but being in a state of enmity 
and rebellion against, and neglect of God, 
and from his unchangeableness in bis pur- 
poses, and faithfulness to his promises, tfiat 
he would assuredly carry on, and complete 
this good work of his grace, and keep the 
believing soul as in a castle, through faith 
unto salvation. 
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Having now considered one use of this 
doctrine, which before I objected to as use- 
less and pernicious, I began to consider how 
the other objections which I had been ac- 
customed to urge against it might be an- 
swered. 'Tis true that I began to consider 
this whole matter as a mystery not to be 
comprehended, nor yet too curiously search- 
ed into by man's natural reason, but hum- 
bly received by faith, just as far as it is 
plainly revealed in God's unerring word. 
Bfany objections, therefore, I was constrain- 
ed to leave unanswered, resolving them in- 
to the incomprehensible nature of God, 
. idlose judgments, and still more his coun- 
sels, are, as the great deep, unfathomable ; 
and into the sovereignty of God, who does 
what he will with his own, and gives no ac- 
count of any of his matters, let who will 
presume to find fault : and into his declara- 
tions, that his thoughts and ways are as far 
above our thoughts and ways, as the hea- 
vens are above the earth. Here I left this 
matter, conscious at length, that such know- 
ledge was too high for me, and that if God 
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had said it, it was not my place to c 
bgainst it. 1 acknowledge this way of 
Bvering objections is not very satisfac 
to man's proud cnriosity, who would i 
God, and know all that God knows, 
even dares to dispute with lum ; and ti 
are some times when I can hardly acqui 
in such B solution : but surely it is Hi 
becoming the dependent state, and Hn 
understanding of the creature, to so' 
tile decision of all such high points in 
citly to the award of the infinitely 
Creator. And &e Christian religion 
pressly requires it of ub, for our Lon 
claifes, that " Except we receive the t 
dom of God," (not as a disputing phi 
pher, but) " as a httle child, we shall in 
wise enter therein." The day is con 
when we shall be able to answer all o1 
tions. Here we are to walk by. faith, 
see in part, and as through a glass dai 
hereafter we shall see face to face, 
know even as we are known. 

Leaving, therefore, all difficulties 
metaphysical itaUire to be cleared «]> in 
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world of l^ht and knowledge^ I b^an to 
consider the abases of this doctrine, which 
I had always looked upon as being a very 
formidable objection agadnst it. But I soon 
^Bcorered, that thou^^ ungodly men, who- 
niake profession of religion, will turn the 
grace of Ood mto licentiouBness ; yet that 
we mig^t so explain and guard diese doc* 
tribes, that none could thus abuse them, 
without being conscious that they did so, 
and detecting their own hypocrisy* It 
stiU, indeed, iqppeared probable to me, that 
the preaebu^ of them might occasion some 
tMmble of mind at first to a few well-dispo- 
sed persons ; but I considered that by a cau- 
tious declaration of them, and tontrasting 
^bem with the general promises of ttie gos- 
pri to all who believe, this mi^t in a great 
measure be prevented ; and at ilie worst, a 
little perscmal conversation with such per- 
sons, would seldom, if ever, £ul to satisfy 
their minds, and even enable them in gene- 
ral to derive ^icouragement firom them; 
while the unsettling of the minds of such 
persons, as are carelessly living in an uncou- 
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verted state, is the great end of all ou 
preaching to them ; and therefore we n< 
not fear any bad eiBTect of this doctrine i 
that respect. The great question therefor^ 
was, '' are these doctrines in the Bible, o^^ 
no ?'' Hitherto I had wilfully passed over^ 
and n^lected, or endeavoured to put som^ 
other construction upon all those scriptures 
which directly speak of them : but now f 
began to consider, meditate, and pray ovier 
them; and I soon found that I could not 
support my former interpretation of them*. 
They would teach predestination, election, 
final perseverance and assurance, in spite 
of all my twistii:^ and expounding. It also 
occurred to me that though now in disgrace, 
they were universally believed and main* 
tained by our venerable reformers; that 
they were admitted, at the beginning of the 
reformation, into the creeds, catechisms, or 
articles of every one of the Protestant 
churches ; that our articles and homilies 
expressly maintained them : and conse- 
quently, that a vast number of wise and 
B.ober-minded men, who, in their days, were 
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turning and shining lights, upon matorexle- 
iberation, had agreed, not only that &ey 
^^re true, but that they ought to be admitted 
^ useful, or even as necessary artiele& of 
«^ith by every one, who deetoed himself 
^lled to take upon him the office of a Chris- 
^iua minister. 

In the course of this inquiry, I perceived 
tiiat my system of doctrine was incomplete 
^rithout them. I believed, that men, by na- 
^re bom in sin, and the children of wrath, 
wy ^cked woits the enemies of God, being 
Ui themselves ungodly, and without strength, 
Were saved of free mercy and grace, with- 
out having done any thing, more or less, to 
deserve it, through the Redeemer's right- 
eousness and atonement, received by faith, 
flie gift, and operation of God ; and accom- 
panied with a new birth of the Spirit, a new 
creation unto good works, and to the divine 
image, by the power of the Holy Ghost : 
and now, therefore, it occurred to me, to 
inquire from what source these precious 
blessings, thus freely flowing through the 
channel of redemption to poor worthless 



108 TBB 70RCE OF TROTI} : 

siiuiers, could originally spring ? In this in- 
qiiiiy, my mind being carried back bcm file 
coneideration of the effects, to the conaide- 
ration of their causes ; and from the pro- 
mises made to fallen man, to the counseb 
and purposes of God, which induced him to 
give those promises ; and meditating on flie 
divine perfections, his omniscience, un- 
changeableness, and eternity, and the end 
which the all-sufficient God had in view, in 
all his works, even the ihanifestation of the 
glory of his own perfections ; I at lengfii 
perceived, that this great work of redeoqp- 
tion, as planned by God, to whom were 
known all his works from before the foun- 
dation of the world, must be the result of 
his eternal purpose, of displajring the ^brj 
of his mercy and grace in harm<miou8 con- 
sistency with his most awfiil justice, and 
glorious holiness ; and thereby manifeatin^ 
the inexhaustible resources of his manifold 
wisdom, in thus reconciling, and at one 
time, and in one work, unitedly glorifying 
these his attributes, which, considered as 
perfect, seem, to created understandinfi:, 
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irrecpncilable to each other. Especially, 
I was convinced of ttiis, when I discovered^ 
that until the fall of man made way for, and 
£he redemption had manifested the attribute 
of mercy to sinners, it had, as far as we can 
learn, been unexercised, and undisplayed, 
and consequently unknown to any but God 
himself from all eternity; nor could he 
have the glory of it, but must have been 
considered as so perfect injustice and holi- 
ness, as to be incapable of exercising mer- 
#:;^7,had be not chosen some objects on whom 
to exercise it , and devised some way where- 
in to exercise it, in consistency with his 
other perfections. Thus I perceived re- 
demption to be the effect of a settled design 
formed in God^s eternal councils, of mani- 
jesting himself to his reasonable creatures 
to be complete, and full orbed in all con- 
ceivable perfections ; that the merciful and 
gracious nature of God, the fountain of 
goodness, alone moved him to choose any 
transgressors of his law, as objects of his fa- 
vourable regard; that his unconstrained 

«vill and pleasure a^e the only assijgnable 
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causes of his choosing one, rather than ano- 
ther; that the objections are as stroi^ 
against this being understood of nations, or 
collective bodies, as of individuals : that 
the whole work being his own ; his wisdom 
having devised the ;neans, his love and aU- 
sufficiency having, in the person, offices, 
and work of Christ, made all things ready; 
his providence directii^ absolutely to whom 
the word of invitation should be sent ; aad 
his Holy Spirit alone inclining, and enabling 
the soul to embrace it by faith : therefore, 
that God, who knoweth the end from the 
beginning, and is a sovereign, and wheal 
none have deserved any thing, may do as 
he will with his own, did actually '^choose 
every individual believer in Christ, before 
the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before him in 
love ; having predestinated us unto ^ 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of 
his will ; to the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 
in the beloved." (Eph« i, 4 — 6.) 
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In short, though my objections were ma- 
ny, my anxiety great, and my resistance 
long, yet, by the evidence which, both from 
the word of God, and from my own medi- 
tation, crowded upon my mind, I was at 
length constrained to submit, and God 
knowefh, withrfear and trembling, to allow 
these formerly despised doctrines a place in 
my creed : and accordingly, about Christ* 
naas, 1777, 1 began cautiously to establish 
the truth of them, and to make use of them 
for the consolation of poor, distressed, and 
fearful believers. This was the only use I 
(hen knew of them, though I now see their 
influence into every part of gospel truth. 

However, I would observe, that though I 
assuredly believe these doctrines, as far as 
here expressed; (for I am not willing to 
trace them any hi^er by reasonings or con- 
sequences into the unrevealed things of 
God,) and though I exceedingly need them 
in my view of reUgion, both for my own 
consolation and security against the conse- 
quences of my own deceitful heart, an en- 
snaring world, and a subtle tempter ; as al- 
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80 for the due exercise of my pastoral of^ 
fice ; yet I would not be understood to placd 
the acknowledgment of them upon a level 
with a belief of the doctrines, that have be- 
fore been spoken of. I can readily con- 
ceive the character of an humble, piou9, 
spiritual Christian, who either is an utter 
stranger to these Calvinistical doctrines, or 
throu^ misapprehension, or fear of abuse^ 
cannot receive them. But I own that I find 
a difficulty in conceiving an humble, pioii», 
spiritual Christian, who is a stranger to his 
own utterly lost condition, to the deceitfol- 
ness and depravity of his heart, to the no- 
(ural alienation of his affections from God^ 
and to the defilements of his best duties ; 
who trusts eidier in whole or in part, allow- 
edly, to any thing for pardon and justifica- 
tion^but the blood and righteousness of a 
crucified Saviour, who is God manifested in 
the flesh ; or who expects to be made meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light, in- 
any other way, than by being bom again, 
new created, converted, and sanctified bv 
the divine power of the Holy Ghosh 
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Some time in November, 1777, 1 was by 
a then unknown friend, furnished with a 
considerable number of books, written in 
general by the old divines both of the 
ohurch of England, and of the Dissenters. 
And to my no small surprise, I found, that 
those doctrines, which are now deemed no- 
vel inventions, and are called Methodistical, 
are in these books every where discoursed 
of as known and allowed truths ; and that 
that system, which, despising to be taught 
by men, and unacquainted with such au- 
thors, I had for near three years togeihev 
been hammering out of myself with no 
small labour and anxiety, was to be found 
ready made to my hands, in every book I 
opened. 

I make no wonder, that the members of 
the church of England are generally preju- 
diced against the writing of Dissenters ; for 
I have been so myself to an excess ; we im- 
bibe this prejudice with the first rudiments 
of instruction, and are taught by our whole 
education to consider it as meritorious ; — 

though no doubt it is a prejudice, of which 
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every sincere inquirer after truth ou^t to 
be afraid, and every pretended inquirer 
ashamed; for how can we determine on 
which side truth Ues, if we will not examine 
both aides ? And indeed it is well known to 
all those, who are acquainted with tbe 
church histories of those times, that until 
the reign of James the First there were no 
controversies between the church establish- 
ed, and the Puritans, concerning doctrine; 
both parties being in all matters of impor- 
tanbe of the same sentiments ; they only 
contended about discipline and ceremonies, 
until the introduction of Arminianism gave 
occasion to the Calvinists being denomina- 
ted Doctrinal Puritans. Unto this period 
all our church writers were Calvinistical in 
doctrine, and even after that time, many 
mi^t be mentioned who were allowed 
friends of the church of England, who op- 
posed these innovations, and agreed in doc- 
trine with every thing that hath been men- 
tioned. Let it suffice, out of many, to re- 
commend Bbhop Hall's works, especially 
his " Contemplations on the Life of Jesus," 
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a book not easilj too highly prized: and 
Dr. Reynolds^ works. To these, no true 
friend to ^e church of England can rea- 
sonably object. And in general I believe, 
and teach nothing, but what they plainly 
tau^t before me, as I could easily prove, 
but that I have been too tedious already. 

I h^ now got the outlines of my schenie 
of dottruie marked out ; but I had be^n so 
taken up with these doctrinal inquiries, t9iat 
luflierto I was very much a stranger to (he 
woricing8ofmyowAheart,andhadlittIeexpe. 
riehce in my Own soul, of the power of tfaests 
truttis. The pride of reasoning, and the 
conceit of my superior discernment, had all 
along accompanied me ; and though some- 
what broken, had yet considerable influence. 
Hitherto therefore, t had not thought of 
hearing any person preach, because I did 
not know that any person in the circle of 
my acquaintance, was capable of informing 
me in any thing deserving attention of 
which I was ignorant. But at length per- 
ceiving, (hat in the whole matter Mr. — 

had been right and that I had been mista- 
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ken, it occurred to me, that having preach- 
ed these doctrines so long, he must under- 
stand many things concerning them, to 
which I was a atraDger. Now, therefore, 
though not without much remaining preju- 
dice, and not less in the character of a jud^ 
than of a scholar, 1 condescended to he bis 
bearer, and occasionally to attend his 
preaching, and Hiat of some odier ministera. 
I soon perceived the benefit of tliig ; fof, 
from time to time, I found the secrets of my 
heart discovered to me, far beyond what I 
had hitherto noticed myself; and seldrai 
returned from hearing a sermon, without 
having conceived a meaner opinion of my- 
self! without having attained to a farther 
acquaintance with my deGciencea, my well- 
ness, my corruptions, and wants ; and with- 
out being supplied with fresh matter for 
prayer, and directed to greater watchAil- 
ness. Moreover I learned the use of expe- 
rience in preaching, and was convinced that 
the ready way to come at otlier people's 
hearts and consciences, was to speak from 
my own. In short, I gradually saw more 
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and more of my need of instruction, and 
was brought to consider myself as a very 
novice in religious matters. I began expe- 
rimentally to perceive our Lord's meaning, 
when he says, " Except ye receive the king- 
dom of heaven as a little child, ye shall 
in no wise enter therein/' For thou^ my 
proud heart is continually rebelling, and 
would fain build up a^in the former Babel 
of self conceit: yet I trust from this time, 
in my settled judgment, I have desired, and 
prayed to be enabled, to consider myself as 
a little child, who ought simply to sit at the 
master's feet, to hear his words with pro- 
found submission, and wait his teaching 
with earnest desire and patient attention. 
And from this time I have been enabled to 
consider those persons, whose knowledge has 
been ripened by years, experience, and ob- 
servation, as fathers and instructors, to take 
pleasure in their company, value their 
counsels, and love to attend their preaching. 
Thus I trust the old building, that I had 
purposed to repair, was pulled down to the 
ground, and the foundation of the new build- 
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ing of God laid aright i old things i 
passed awa./, behold all things were bee 
new. Whut diiogs were gain to me, t 
I have counted loss for Christ ; mj boa 
reason I discover to be a blind guide, i 
huibbled, bnll^tencd, and sanctified bj 
^rit of God ; itty former wisdom I 
knew to have been fooliebness, and 
wben I thotii^t I knew much, 1 k 
notiUng as I «u^t tb know. Since 
t>«iod, ev«ry tiling I havb experience 
ro; own heart, evei^ thing I have heard 
Teadf every thing I obserre around 
cwtfifttia and establishes me in die aw 
bdief of those traths, which I have rec 
edf Dor do I in general an; more di 
Iheir bui^ from God, than I doabt whe 
Che sun shines when I see its li^it, and 
wanned widt its refre^i^ beams. Isei 
powerfol effects of diem continually an 
tiiose to whom I preach: eiperience 
power of them daily in my own soul ; 
while by meditating on, and i^joicing ir 
cross of Christ, I find the world cnici 
unto me, and I unto th^ world ; by prei 



AN AUTHENTIC NABAATIVE. U9 

ing Jesus Christ, and him crucified, I see 
notoriously immoral persons influenced to 
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world, being an example to such as 
before they were a scandal to. 

And now by this change, the consequences 
of which I so much dreaded, what have I 
lost even in respect of this present world ? 
Indeed, I have lost some degree of favour, 
and escape not pity, censure, scorn, and 
opposition ; but the Lord is introducing me 
to a new, and far more desirable acquaint- 
ance; even to that of those, whom the 
Holy Ghost hath denominated the excel- 
lent of the earth ; nay, the Lord the Spirit 
condescends to be my comforter. la gene- 
ral I enjoy an established peace of con- 
science, through the blood of sprinkling, 
and continual application to the heavenly 
Advocate ; with a sw^et content, and that 
peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, in casting all my cares upon him, who 
careth for me. And I am not utterly left 
without experience of that joy, which is un- 



120 THE FORCE OF TRUTH: 

s{>eakable and full of glory. These Ibe 
world could not give me, were I in favoiv 
with it ; of these it cannot deprive me b^ 
its frowns. My desire henceforth, God 
knoweth, is to live to hia glory, and by my 
whole conduct and conversation to adam 
the docliinc of God my Saviour, and to show 
forth his praise, who hath called me out of 
darkness into his marvellous light ; to be in 
gome way or other useful to his believing 
people ; and to invite poor sinners, who an 
walking in a vain shadow, and disquieting 
themselves in vain, to taste and see hotr 
gracious the Lord ifs, and how blessed tlie^ 
are, who put their trust in him. 

Bon nould I teU to sinners roaaj, 
What ft dear Savioiir 1 have found ; 
Would poiot to hii redeeming blood , 
And cry, behold the vay to God ! 

Thus hath the Lord led me, a poor, blind 
sinner, in a way tha,t I knew not; he hath 
made darkness light before me, crooked 
thingE straight, and hard things easy, and 
hath brought me to a place, of which ! lit- 
tle thought when I set out; and having 
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lone these things for me, I believe, yea, I 
im undoubtedly sure, he will never leave 
ne nor forsake me. To him be the glory 
>f his undeserved, long resisted grace ; to 
ne be the shame, not only of all my ottier 
ins, but also of my proud and perverse op- 
K>8ition to his purposes of love toward ny^* 
3ut all this was permitted, that my high 
pint and stout h^art being at length hum- 
med and subdued, I mi^t remember, and 
ve confounded, and never open my mouth 
nore, because of my shame, now that the 
!^ord is pacified to me for all t^t I have done. 
And now, as in the presence of the heart- 
earching God, I have given wittiout one 
vilful misrepresentation, addition, or mate- 
ial omission, an history of the great things 
jrod hath done for my soul ; or if that suit 
lot your view of it; an history of that 
change which hath recently taken place in 
ny religious sentiments and conduct, to the 
(urprise of some, and perhaps displeasure 
>f others of my former friends. The doc- 
rines which I have now received, are indeed 
"iiarged with bein^ destructive of moral 
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practice, aad tending to liceotiouBiiess ; but 
thou^ I Icnow thRt my beat i^hteoosnesseB 
are as filthy rags, yet I trust I may retnm 
tiiankH to God, that by his grace he hath §0 
upheld me, since this change took place, 
that I have not been permitted to disgrace 
the cause in which I have embariied, by any 
immoral conduct ; my rejoicing, in this re* 
spect, is this, diat in aimplicity and godly 
sinceri^, not with fleshly wisdom, but by 
the grace of God, I have my converBatioii 
in the world. And sincerely I may avotr, 
that die beUef of these doctrines, hath t 
quite contrary effect upon me. I nioit 
heartily desire, aim, endeavour, and pnj 
to be enabled to love God and keep 1:^ 
commandments, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy, and bo to demean myself, u 
by well doing to put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men. That I fall so very ta 
short in every thing is not the effect of my 
new doctrines, but of my old depravetil 
nature, and deceitful heart. Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a rifjfat 
spirit within ise '. 



PART III. 

CONTAINING 

OBSBRVATIOirS 

ON THE 
FOREGOING NARRATIVE. 



Mt design in writing ibis account of my- 
sell^ and my religious inquiries, and change 
of sentiments, was as follows: I considered 
myself a singular instance of a very unlikely 
person, in an uncommon manner, being led 
on from one thing to another to embrace a 
system of doctrine which he once heartily 
despised. And as I do assuredly believe 
that this change hath been effected under 
the guidance and teaching of the Holy 
Ghost^ so I verily hoped that a circumstan- 
tial relation of it might be an encourage- 
ment and comfort to those who know and 
love die Lord, and from them levy a tribute 
of gratitude and praise, to our gracious, 
wonder-working God : and that it also might 
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be instrumental, by the convincing Spint, 
to awaken others to a serious review of their 
religious sentiments ; to put them upon the 
fiame earnest inquiry after the truA, aa it is 
in Jesus ; and to influence fhem to the dili- 
gent use of the same blessed means, in which 
the Lord directed me to be found. In or- 
der to forward this effect, I would offer a 
few observations upon what has been rda- 
ted, to the attentive and impartial conside- 
ration of die reader ; and may the Lord 
guide both the writer and reader of these 
sheets to the saving knowledge of lumself, | 
and of the ways of truth and peace ! 

Now, L I think it must be evident te 
every unprejudiced reader of this narrative, 
that at the time this change commmenced, 
I was, humanly speaking, a most unlikely 
person to embrace diis system of doctrine. 
This will appear from the following coQsi- 
derations : 

1 • By reason of my religious opinions at 
that time, which had been for many years 
directly contrary thereto. Being always of 
a reflecting turn, I had exeediqg hi^ no- 
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tions of the powers of human reason, and a 
veiy &Tourable opinion of my own under- 
standing : and I had, upon reasonii^ prin- 
ciples, embraced a system of religion, which, 
while it soothed my conscience, flattered 
flds self-conceit. After some trivial altera- 
tions, I seemed to myself, upon mature de- 
liberation, to have come to a settled deter- 
mination, and had bestowed considerable 
pains in making myself acquainted wifii 
Aose arguments and interpretations of 
Scripture wherewith that system is usually 
defended ; and I had raked together many 
of those plausible objections, and high 
charges, which are, by reasoning men, 
brou^t against the doctrines, and persons 
of the Calvinists. But on the other hand, 
I was, in a great measure, a stranger to what 
the Calvinists could say for ttiemselves ; be- 
cause I thou^t the matter too plain to bear 
an argument, and therefore did not think 
their answers worth reading. In short, I 
was fallen so very low, that very few have 
ever been recovered from that abyss of 

error, into which I had been permitted to 

11 



sink. Full of confidence in my cause, and in 
the argtiioeuts wilh which 1 was preparii^ 
myself, and with the moetaanguine expecta- 
tion of success, I was eager to engage in 
controversy with the Calvimsts. In this 
confidence 1 frequently harrangued sigainit 
them from the pulpit, and spared not to 
chaise upon them consequences both a]>- 
surd shocking. And yet, at length, after 
much, very much, anxious, diligent inquiry, 
I have emhraced, as the Eacred truths of 
God's unerring word, every doctrine of this 
despised system. 

2. From my natural spirit and temper, 1 
was a most unlikely person thus to change. 
Few persons were ever more self sufficient 
and positive in their opinions, than I was. 
Fond to excess of entering into argument, I 
never failed on these occasions to hetra; 
tliis peculiarity of my character. I Beldom 
ack nowledged orsuspected myself mistaken ; 
and scarce ever dropped any argument, until 
either my reasonings, or obstinacy, bad si- 
lenced my opponent. A certain person 
once said of me. that I was like a stone 
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rolling down the hill, which could neither 
be stopped, nor turned ; this witness was 
true ; but those things which are impossible 
with man, are easy with God : I am evi- 
dently both stopped, and turned; man, I 
am persuaded, could not have done it ; but 
this hath God wrought — ^and I am not more 
a wonder to others than to myself. Indeed, 
I carried the same obstinate, positive temper 
into my religious inquiries : for I never gave 
up one tittle of my sentiments, till I could 
defend them no longer, nor even submitted 
to conviction, till I could make no longer 
resistance. The strong man armed with 
my natural pride, and obstinacy ; and having 
with my vain imaginations, and reasonings, 
and high thoughts, built himself many strong 
holds, kept his castle in my heart: and 
thus garrisoned, when the stronger than he 
came against him, he stood a long siege ; 
till, being by superior force driven from one 
to another, and all his armour wherein he 
trusted, being at length taken from him, he 
was constrained to recede. And the Lord 
baving made me willing in the day of his 



power, I was forced to confess ; " O Lord, 
thou art stronger than I,and hast prevailed." 
3. My situation in life rendered such a 
change improbable. I had an increasing 
family, no private fortune, a narrow, preca- 
rious income, and no expectations, except 
from such friends, as my conduct might 
procure, or continue to me. I had unex- 
pectedly contracted an acquaintance with 
some of those whose favour goes a great 
way toward a man's advancement in Kfe; 
nor was I insensible to the advant^;es to be 
hoped for, from cultivating, by a compliant 
behaviour, their kind and friendly regard to 
me ; at the same time I was no stranger t9 
the opinion, which the world entertains of 
those who preach these disreputable doc- 
trines; and could not but conclude, that 
embracing tlus system of religion was a 
probable way of depriving myself of tbis 
prospect of preferment. Had I not, there- 
fore, as the result of my diligent inquiries, 
been assuredly convinced that it was my 
indispensable duty to embrace, and preach 
them, and that by so doin^ alone. I rouM 
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re to myself the favour of a better 

id, than any here below ; I should have 

i destitute even of common sense, to 

i had any thing to do with them. And 

leing aware all along, how unfavourable, 

rding to human probability ^ it will prove, 

ly worldly interests, at length I have 

)erately embraced them. 

Nor was my regard to my character a 

ng security against such a change of 

ment. I was ambitiously and exces- 

y fond oi' that honour which cometh 

I man; and considered the desire of 

se as allowable, nay laudable* By this 

ve was I urged on to a very diligent 

ecution of my studies, even beyond 

t my natural inclination led me to ; and 

^hole conduct was influenced by, my 

le conversation tinctured wifli, this 

glorious aim. On the other hand, with 

robation and self complacency, I had 

I accustomed to hear the most con- 

ptuous and opprobrious epi&ets liberal- 

}ded to the names of those persons to 

m I have now joined myself; and all 
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along, as I verged nearer and nearer to Me- 
thodism, I was painfully sensible, that I wis 
drawing upon myself the same mortifyii^ 
distinctions. I have been a vaii^lorioitt 
candidate for human applause; but I re- 
nounce such pretensions, and willingly sub- 
mit to be considered by the world, under 
the mortifying character of a silly, half-wit- 
ted, crack-brained enthusiast. These ep- 
thets, I am sensible, are now bestowed up- 
on me, behind my back, and very often to 
my face ; I bless God this doth not move 
me, but I can heartily thank him that I am 
counted worthy to suffer shame for his sake. 
But when I saw this trial approaching^ it 
appeared very formidable ; and I can truly 
affirm, that nothing but the fullest convic- 
tion, that the cause in which I was embark- 
ing was the cause of God ; nothing, but not 
daring to act contrary to the plain dictatei 
of my conscience, could have influenced 
me to make this sacrifice of my character, 
and bring myself under so much contempt 
and scorn. 
But, 5. To reason with our despisers up- 
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on their own principles : upon supposition 
that I am now fallen into enthusiasm, mis- 
take, and strong delusion, I certainly was, 
when I first set out in this inquiry, a very 
unlikely person so to do. My leading re- 
solve was to search for the truth diligently, 
and to embrace it wherever I found it, what- 
ever it might cost ; no sooner had I begun 
this inquiry, than I was called upon to give 
proof of the sincerity of this resolution; 
and, from a principle of conscience, though 
a mistaken one, I renounced my only pros- 
pect of preferment ; and it would be unrea- 
sonable to question my sincerity, after it 
had been thus evidenced. Since that time 
I have also deliberately sacrificed my cha- 
cacter, and hazarded the loss of all my for- 
mer firiends. Giving these proofs of my in- 
t^rity, I set ofi* in dependence on those 
plain promises, which I have mentioned ; I 
have sought for this desired knowledge of 
the truth mainly in reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and by prayer for the promised teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, after that manner 
which had been related ; and am now led to 
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corruption, than < 
been in no ordinaiyd 
natural underatandi 
Methodists, I had I: 
mentioned with c 
Took, and sometimes | 
small degree of coiagd 
fereace, I too had i 
entiiusiasts. But I a 
hensive, that the t 
turned upon me ; if 1 
ed these doctrines, I must n 
sidered as a man of sober'^ 
but one of those persons, t 
ing naturally weak, had t 
ligious studies ; and who. I 
der the power of enthuf 
no better than fools. 
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^f this kind ; or you may say, what 
can prove, that it is all a contri- 
oryoumay argue, that these pro- 
contained in the Bible, are 
^depended on by us : which is to 
Scriptures to be scoffed at by 
atheists, and to render them use- 
humble, anxious inquirer after 
imlvation ; but by no other means, 
can you account for this sin- 
itance, without allowing, that the 
of those doctrines that I have 
iraced, is indeed contained in the 
pNSod ; that they comprise the truth 
la Jesus, and are not corrupted with 
Hi delusion, as can hazard the salva- 
hny soul, qr the souls of those who, 
ministr}', receive them. On this sup- 
n all difficulties vanish. The Lord 
fcn me a sincere desire, to know the 
"doctrine of the Gospel ; and though 
exceedingly ignorant, obstinate, and 
iced ; yet this desire, having by his 
ential direction led me to the word of 
.nd influenced me to seek his tcach- 
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conclusions diametrically opposite, to what 
I expected. Now, lay all these things to- 
gether, attentively Consider them, and then 
let your own conscience determine how &r 
it is probable, that a person, in this manner 
seeking for the truth, should be given over 
to a strong delusion to believe a pernicious 
lie. " Would any of you that is a father, if 
lus son asked bread, give him a stone ; or if 
he asked a fish, give him a serpent ? If ye, 
then, being evil, know how to give good giAs 
unto yov children, how much more shall 
our Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him ?" Can any man sup- 
pose, that after such repeated and continu- 
ed pleadings of the express promises of the 
Lord to this effect, in earnest prayer, accor- 
ding to his appointment, I should be likely 
to be delivered up to the teaching of the 
father of lies? Can any one make this 
conclttsion without insinuating that God 
hafli broken his promises, which is shock- 
ing to think of? In short, you may make a 
jest of these thii^ ; you may throw by the 
booX without giving any attention to an ar- 
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gument of this kind ; or you may say, what 
you never can prove, that it is all a contri- 
ved story ; or you may argue, that these pro- 
mises, though contained in the Bible, are 
not to be depended on by us : which is to 
give up the Scriptures to be scoffed at by 
it^dels and atheists, and to render them use- 
less to the humble, anxious inquirer after 
trudi and salvation ; but by no other means, 
I am assured, can you account for this sin- 
gle circumstance, without allowing, that the 
substance of those doctrines that I have 
now embraced, is indeed contained in the 
word of God ; that they comprise the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and are not corrupted with 
any such delusion, as can hazard the salva- 
tion of my soul, qr the souls of those who, 
by my ministry, receive them. On this sup- 
position all difficulties vanish. The Lord 
had given me a sincere desire, to know the 
saving doctrine of the Gospel ; and though 
I was exceedingly ignorant, obstinate, and 
prejudiced ; yet this desire, having by his 
providential direction led me to the word of 
God, and influenced me to seek his teach- 
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ing by prayer ; God was faithful to his own 
promises, and it was an example of his own 
words ; ^' that every one that asketh recei- 
veth, and he that seeketh findeth.'^ My 
sincerity in seeking the truth, evidenced by 
the sacrifice I made to my conscience, was 
sufficient to convince any person, who is 
conversant and experienced in the things of 
God, that, as my friend foretold, thither 
would all my inquiries lead me, in that 
would they all finally centre. And could I 
be assured^ beloved reader, whoever thou 
art, that thou wast as sincerely desirous to 
know the truth, as I then was, and as hearti- 
ly resolved to embrace it wherever thou 
didst find it, and whatever it should cost 
thee ; had I also assurance, that in a believ- 
ing dependence on these promises, thou wast 
diligently, and from day to day, in the study of 
the word of God, and by prayer, seeking the 
accomplishment thereof unto thy soul ; I 
would as confidently foretel, that, as to those 
things which I now regard as essential to 
salvation, and, if thou hast the souls of 
others committed to thee, as to what is need- 
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ful for thy usefulness in the ministry, ihou 
wouldst be brought in time to the same con- 
clusions, whatever thy present religious 
sentiments may be. May the Lord give 
thee true sincerity, and incline thine heart 
to try the experiment ! 

I am aware that many will object to what 
I have urged under this head, as being too 
confident, and as urged by men of contrary 
religious sentiments, each in behalf of his own 
system; and as I would neither wish by 
vain controversy to be detained from more 
profitable employments, nor yet to have any 
inaterial, and plausible objection in force 
against what I have asserted, I hope the 
reader will excuse my obviating this before- 
hand. In answer, therefore, to those who 
may deem me too confident in this argu- 
ment, I would only entreat them impartially 
and carefully to consider the limitations 
with which, on every hand, it is guarded ; 
and then to inquire, whether in any other 
way, than that which hath been mentioned, 
be can account for this circumstance : that 

is, supposing this narrative true, for which 

12** 
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the appeal is to the heart-seardung God; 
and supposing the promises mentioned, to 
be proposed to us, that we mi^t embrace, 
depend on, and plead them in prayer ; con- 
sidering the glory of the divine veracity as 
concerned in their accomplishment to eve- 
ry believer, and then try, whether yon pos- 
sibly can evade one of the following conclu- 
sions: 1. Either God hath &iled of hb 
promise ; or, 3. God hath in the main, and 
as far as is expressed, led the author by 
his Holy Spirit to the knowledge and be- 
lief of the truth. To the second argument, 
taken from experience, I answer, 1. That 
it is not fact; many pretenders to sincerity 
and candour, will, without hesitation, con- 
demn as enthusiastical, such a reliance on, 
and confidence in these promises, and (bis 
way of searching for truth ; and it b plain 
they do not seek truth in that manner, which 
they condemn in others. Many others, 
perhaps, slightly mention these matters, 
but they will not endure to be closely ques- 
tioned ; they are conscious that they have 
not sought the truth in this manner, amd 
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therefore they evade such discourse as per* 
sonal. 2. I answer that the writings of 
many pretended inquirers after truth, evi- 
dently show, that they expect to find it, 
not by trusting the Lord with all their heart, 
asking wisdom of him, or seeking in the 
word of God and by prayer, to be tau^t of 
him : but by leaning to their own under- 
standing, by resting the argument on philo- 
sophical reasonings, by backing it with the 
authority of this, or that renowned name, 
and supporting their conclusions by bold, 
and perplexing criticism, and interpreta- 
tions of Scripture* Hence so many daring 
appeals from revelation, to reason and phi- 
losophy; hence such and so many objec- 
tions brought against doctrines plainly re- 
vealed in God^s word; (if language hath 
any determinate meaning;) and so many 
consequences charged upon these doctrines, 
with a design to invalidate their divine au- 
thority ; as if being made by every art of 
ingenuity, to have the show of unreasonable- 
ness, was sufficient to prove the plainest re- 
velation of God^s Holy Spirit a falsehood : 
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hence such liberty, in interpiUHbn and 
criticism, taken with the word of God^ as 
the learned would never endure in inter> 
preting, or criticising upon Horace or Vir- 
gil. These things prove, that such persons 
are strangers to that earnest, hearty, sincere 
desire to know the truth, which brings the 
inquirer to an humble willingness to be 
taught of God, and in submission of under- 
standing to seek wisdom from his word and 
SpidL And 3. It is evident, that many 
pretehders to this sincere desire to know 
the truth, are not troubled with suspicions 
that they are, or can be wrong. They have 
made up their minds before they begin 
their inquiries ; and therefore you will not 
find them willing to make the least conces- 
sion, but, in the management of the contro- 
versy, resolved to vindicate, and contend 
for every tittle, wading throu^ thick and 
thin, (as it is said,) to make good their 
cause : and where arguments fail, to make 
use of the other arts of controversy, with 
which skill in the management of their ' 
weapons, and anger against their opponeotl^ 
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I supiPJRhem. Where a cause is main- 
led in this manner, you may easily un- 
'stand, that there is none of that earnest 
lire of learning the truth, and that anx- 
s fear of mistaking it, or of that distrust 
self, and those doubts concerning our 
isent knowledge and belief, which con- 
ute that sincerity, that leads the in- 
rer to the word and Spirit of God for 
ection and teaching* Lay ^ese t^ii^ ^ 
ether, and they will on scripl 
; off many confident preten< 
(T from their claims as entirely as^they 
:lude Annas and Caiaphasj and the chief 
lests, Scribes, and Pharisees, from being 
cere inquirers into the truth of the Old 
stament ; when in support of their own 
iiority and reputation, and influenced by 
de and anger, they, under colour of their 
IT, put to death him, of whom Moses and 
5 prophets did write, even Jesus of Na- 
reth the Son of God* And as to men of 
:>ther spirit, who appear sincere, humble, 
i willing to be taught of God, in their 
|uiry after truth ; but do not entirely 
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agree with what has been laid &S^fdA mj 
view of the truth, I would «j^ wibh them 
to observe the distinction estabfished be- 
tween some and others of these doctrines. 
Such persons do not, I dare say, materially 
differ from that which has been mentioned 
as necessary to salvation ; and, therefore, 
as I allow that fliey may have been in the 
taught of God ; so I only require the 
^allowgnce ; and that it may be sup- 
same God, who according to . 
ith led both, as far as is need- 
tvatiou, in the same way, has in 
other things left us to differ, for the mutual 
exercise of candour and forbearance, till 
that time when we shall know even as we 
are known* 

Lay these things impartially together; 
consider my former sentiments on religious 
subjects ; my self-sufficiency and positive- 
ness in my opinions ; my worldly interest 
and character, both, to appearance, at stake; 
my sincerity in my religious inquiries thus 
evidenced; and then suppose my present 
sentiments to be enthusiasm, and pernicious 
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delusion^oid will it not be evident to your 
own consciences, that T was a most unlikely 
person to fall into them ? 

II. In the second place, I would observe, 
that this change in my sentiments, was very 
gradual. 

When any person suddenly changes his 
religious opinions, for others, very different 
from them, it is no inconsidetable evidence 
of a chai^eable and fickle disposition: it 
gives cause to suspect that he wa,s not well 
established in his former sentiments ; that 
he had taken them upon trust, and was a 
stranger to the ailments wherewith they 
might be defended, and to the objections, 
which might be urged against them. If 
worldly interest, reputation, or conveniency, 
seem to favour the change, there is room 
for a presumption, that these had an undue 
influence upon him ; if not, it may be insi- 
nuated, that he was deluded with specious 
appearances, that he did not allow himself 
time to weigh the arguments pro and con ; 
that he had only changed one set of notions 
for another, without having duly considered 
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either side. Such objections maj reasona- 
bly be made, and the consequences of such 
precipitate changes too often justify them. 
But though I was always, and still am, of an 
headstrong, impetuous spirit in other things, 
and when once I have purposed, can have 
no rest from incessant agitation of mind, till 
I have accomplished ; yet, in this particular, 
I acted contrary to my natural temper. In- 
deed, at first, I did in some instances too 
much betray my impetuosity ; but at that 
time I acted not in the character of an in- 
quirer, but in full confidence that it was 
pleading the cause of truth, and had no more 
thought of becoming what the world calls a 
Methodist, than of turning Mahometan ; and 
after that first hurry was over, though com- 
monly in earnest, and sometimes in consi- 
derable perturbation of mind, I was out- 
wardly calm and satisfied ; being generally 
enabled to believe, that if I were in any 
thing at present mistaken. I should some 
time be guided to the truth. My determi- 
nation to set about this inquiry proceeded 
not so much from anxious fears about my 
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own soul, as from a deep sense impressed 
upon my heart, of the importance of the 
ministry, and the worth of souls committed 
to my charge, and of the awful account to 
be given of them ; and as I all along be- 
stowed some pains in instructing ihem in 
what I believed to be the truth ; I was pre- 
served thereby from any discomposing fears, 
or undue disquietude of mind. I sat down 
very coolly to search for the truth ; I pro- 
ceeded very gradually, and with extreme 
caution: I took up no one opinion upon 
trust; I gave up none of my sentiments, 
until the arguments wherewith I had learned 
to defend them, were convincingly answer- 
ed ; nor did I admit any new articles into 
my creed, till either every objection was oIn 
viated, or I was pressed on the other hand 
with others, still more unanswerable. Much, 
very much, prayer and meditation preceded 
every change of sentiment ; and I was near 
three years from the beginning of my inqui- 
ry, before I came to a determination, what 
was the truth. So long, deliberately, and 
step by step, I examined the premises, be- 
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fore I finally proceeded to draw my conclu- 
sion. I perceive much cause to be ashamed 
of my unteachable temper; for with such 
opportunities as were afforded me, if I had 
improved them, I might have been led to 
the knowledge and belief of the same 
truths, in much less time. But the Lord, I 
trust, led me in this way, and left me thus 
far to my own natural pride of heart ; that 
it might more evidently appear, that I re- 
ceived not my doctrines from man, but that, 
indeed, in the first instance, I learned them 
from the word and Spirit of God. 

III. Thirdly, I would observe, that as I 
changed my religious views deliberately, so 
I did it without any teaching from the per- 
sons to whose sentiments I have now ac- 
ceded. For a considerable time after the 
commencement of my inquiries, I would 
not so much as read what they had to urge 
in their own behalf. I entered, indeed, into 

a correspondence with Mr. ; but my 

intention was, not to learn from him, but to 
dispute with him, which, when he waived, 
I dropped the correspondence, and utterly 
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n^Iected his letters, as not considering them 
worth a reperusal. From that time I avoid- 
ed his company, and all the time I would 
not hear him preach. I would not be un- 
derstood to insinuate, that Mr. hath 

not been useful to me : he hath been, and 
continues to be, eminently so ; and I conti- 
nually see great cause to bless God for giv- 
ing me such a friend, to be so near at band 
on all occasions. But this I assuredly be- 
lieve, that had I never seen him after the 
time that his example had put me upon con- 
sidering my conduct, I should have arrived 
at the same views of gospel truth which I 
now have. His usefulness to me hath, all 
along, been in those matters wherein we 
were in some measure agreed, not in those 
wherein we differed ; for in these my proud 
he9rt scorned to have him for a teacher. 

At die same time, thou^ I had the offer 
of several books written by Dissenters and 
Methodists, I declined them ; and did not 
for near two years, peruse any of them with 
sufficient attention, to recollect any thii^ 

of consequence in them. I say not this, as^ 

18 
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slighting these books : justice requires me 
to acknowledge, that many of them which 
then I ignorantly despised, contain as solid 
and judicious, and excellent divinity, as 
hath been penned since the apostles' days. 
But I did not get my system from them; 
for that was nearly completed, before I 
was prevailed upon to read them. My 
studies, beside the Bible, were mainly con- 
fined to authors of allowed reputation in 
the church of England, several of which I 
have mentioned* Wherein they differed 
from each other, (as certainly Tillotson and 
Hooker, Jortin and Beveridge, Bull and 
Hall, do differ very much indeed,) I endea- 
voured to judge for myself, comparing all 
of them with the word of God, and with the 
articles, homilies, and litui^ of the church 
of England ; and from such authors, thus 
compared, as far as the writings of unin- 
spired men have been instrumental to this 
change, I have received the greatest part of 
my present opinions. 

But let it be observed, that the farther 
these streams are traced upward, toward 
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the fountain of the blessed reformation, the 
purer they flow, according to my present 
judgment ; and I have no doubt but I couldi 
were I to go about it, with proper helps, 
prove uttdeniabfy, that there is nothing ma- 
terial preached by me, under the scandal 
of methodistical, which was not preached by 
^tiiose excellent persons, who, having laid the 
foundation of our church estabhshment, gave 
their bodies to be burned, in confirmation 
of the truths they taught. It is much to Ife 
wished, that their lives and discourses, living 
and dying, and their remaining writings, 
were more generally known amoi^st us, 
and did not remain locked up from the world 
in lai^e folios, in the learned languages, or 
in books out of print, or exceeding scarce : 
the effect of which is, that the members of 
our national church are in general utterly 
ignorant of its standard doctrines, and igno- 
rantly brand those as Methodists and en- 
thusiasts, who preach zealously the very 
doctrines of the first reformers. 

IV. In the fourth place, I would observe 



i 



148 THE FORCE OF TRtJTH C 

■ .. .__ ■ . _. . . . ■! — — ■-« 

the great influence which the study of the 
Scriptures had in producing this change. 

We are too apt, without careful examina- 
tion, to take things for granted \ and to col- 
lect our scheme of divinity from other au- 
thors, and only to fetch a few detached texts 
firom the Scripture, which appear to coun- 
tenance our preconceived opinions; neg- 
lecting, or very slightly considering such 
parts of the word of God, as seem incapa- 
ble of being made use of to our purpose : 
we are too prone in availing ourselves of the 
labours of critics and expositors, to itesigD 
up ourselves impUcitly to their guidance, 
and to imagine that we have proof enough 
of our doctrines, if we can produce the sanc- 
tion of some great name, which hath es- 
poused and maintained them ; without care- 
fully examining whether they be ri^t or 
wrong : but this is to pay that difference to 
the human interpretation, which is only due 
to tlie divine book commented upon. We 
ministers especially, thou^ at ordination we 
solemnly promise to turn all our studies, as 
much as may be, into this channel, are verv 
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apt to suffer our time and thoughts to be en- 
grossed with such studies and employments 
as are foreign thereto, interfere therewith, 
and leave at most but a secondary attention 
for the study of the word of God. Hence 
it comes to pass, that frequently we do not 
bestow so much pains in meditating upon 
the Bible, and in comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual, one Scripture with another, 
with what we experience in our own hearts^ 
and what we hear and see in the world 
around us, as we do about matters of far les3 
consequence. So that probably should we 
at any time sit down to a diligent examinav 
tion of the whole word of God, we should 
j5nd it a very different book from what we 
expected : thus at least it hath been with 
me, and possibly it may be so with others. 
The word of God informs us, that true 
wisdom, the saving, practical, and experi- 
mental knowledge of divine things, is not 
to be acquired without earnest and diligent 
seeking, (Prov. ii. 1, 6.) "My son, if thou 
^' wilt receive my words, and hide my coiii- 
^'mandments with thee; so that thou in^ 
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^' dine thine ear unto wiidom, and a^plj 
^'diine heart to understanding: yea, if 
^^ thou criest after knowledge, and liftedi up 
^^ thy voice for understanding ; if thoa sedc* 
^^ est her as silver, and searchest for her, as 
^^ for hid treasures : then shalt ttiou under^ 
^^ stand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
*^ knowledge of God.'' If tiien our wisdom 
has been acquired without any of that eager 
desire after, and painful diligence in seeking 
it, with which the covetous man desires, 
and seeks for his riches ; it is a shrewd con- 
jecture, £hat it is not of the genuine soit 
Once I had in my own esteem a sort of wis- 
dom, which seemed to offer itself to me spon- 
taneously, and to be found with little seekii^. 
But now I am persuaded it was but a counter- 
feit ; a fair seeming, pernicious foolishness. 
But that which I now esteem to be true 
wisdom, if I could but attain unto it, is not 
to be acquired in so easy a manner. When 
I first began to desire and seek after this 
wisdom, I set out with the assurance, that it 
was to be found in the Holy Scriptures, and 
nowhere else, these alone being able to 
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make us wise unto salvation. I therefore 
considered myself engaged to make them my 
study ; and as the whole was given by inspi* 
ration from God, and was all declared to be 
profitable for some purpose or other, accor- 
dii^ to the various ends for which the Holy 
Spirit designed therein ; so I made the 
whole my study without picking and choo- 
sing. Thus I learned to look upon the Bi- 
ble as my book of instructions, given me 
along with my ministerial trust by my Lord 
and Master ; that from thence I was to draw 
all my doctrines, instructions, and admoni- 
tions, warnings, examples, rules of duty, 
motives to duty, and encouragement there- 
in : and I also considered it to be the belie- 
ver's charter of privileges, containing ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises, and 
the whole of that which God saw fit to re- 
veal, concerning those unspesdcable and in- 
conceivable good things, which he hath of 
his infinite mercy prepared for them that 
love him. In order, therefore, faithfully 
* to declare my message from the Lord Al- 
mighty to the souls of rtien, I found it v\AW 

\ 
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pensably needful to be well acquainted with 
eveiy part, and to take the word of God my- 
self, as well as propose it to others, as the 
lantern of ray feet, and the li^t of my paths. 
And not only to attend to the letter, but also 
to the true meaning of the Spirit of Grod 
therein. This I found to be a work that 
required much time, great diligence, ma- 
ture consideration, and an unbiassed, un- 
prejudiced mind. 

With this view of the matter partly ob- 
tained, and continually more and more un- 
folding itself to my mind, I studied the word 
of God, and have now for near four years 
employed a very considerable part of mj 
time therein, neither rejecting, nor greatly 
depending upon the assistance of interpre- 
ters. I all along sincerely desired to know 
the truth, and for that end read the Scrip- 
tures, not as the word of man, but as the 
word of God. And though there have 
been seasons of remissness, when other em- 
ployments and studies too much interfered 
with this main business ; and though at first 
/ was very far from an unbiassed mind ; he- 
I 
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ing blindly and obstinately prejudiced 
against those doctrines, which I now believe 
to be the true gospel of Jesus Christ ; yet^ 
within that space I have read the Bible se- 
veral times over, in every part, with the 
strictest attention I was capable of. There 
are very few passages which relate to doc- 
trine, that I have not repeatedly and dili- 
gently examined, comparing one with ano- 
ther, with all the care and consideration I 
could ; and I seldom ever ceased medita- 
ting on any portion of Scripture, until I had 
attained to some satisfying conclusion con- 
cerning its true meaning, and agreement 
with other Scriptures. I may truly say I 
have filled reams of paper with religious 
discussions, with sermons, expositions and 
letters, in all which I ransacked the Bible, 
to bring as much scripture evidence for my 
direction as possible. For these last two 
years I have scarce opened a book except 
upon religious subjects, and from morning 
till night, nearly every day, all this while, 
my thoughts incessantly have been employ- 
ed in meditation upon the great ttaths <^^ 
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the gospel. Every difficulty and objection, 
(and difficulties and objections both from 
my own meditations, and in the course of 
my reading, continually crowded upon my 
mind,) sent me to the word of God, and in- 
creased my care and attention in examining 
and weighing every text of Scripture, re- 
specting the point in question, before I ex- 
changed my old opinion for a new one. 

Thus I may truly say, I have sought in 
the word of God, (that field in which alone 
this precious treasure lies hid,) for wisdom, 
for the saving knowledge of divine things^ 
as for silver, and searched for her, as for 
hidden treasures. And though I am sensi- 
ble, compared with many, with whom I 
have personal acquaintance, and still more, 
whose works I read, my knowledge of the 
Scriptures is superficial, the knowledge of 
a child, of a mere novice in the school of 
Christ ; yet, I trust that, as far as relates to 
the leading truths of the gospel, accordipg 
to ihe promise, I am brought to understand 
the fear of the Lord, and have found the 
knowledge of God. And permit me, belo- 
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Ved reader, to put thee in remembrance, 
that until tbou hast with some good measure 
cf this diligence, studied the whole word of 
<Sod, thou runnest verjr great hazards in 
passing judgment upon the men and doc- 
tiines ; be cautious in what thou doest ; let 
these men quite alone, until thou hast imi* 
tated the conduct of the noble Bereans ; 
and hast thoroughly, and with unbiassed 
mind, examined and meditated upon the 
whole word of God, to see whether the 
things they believe, and teach, be so or no. 
Lest otherwise it should come to pass, (as 
probably it will,) that in opposing and con- 
demning them, thou shouldst be found to 
fight against God. And O ! that the Lord 
would hear and grant my request, and by 
his Holy Spirit powerfully incline the hearts 
of all, who read these sheets, according to 
their leisure, station in life, obligations, and 
opportunities, thus attentively to read their 
Bibles ; not as the word of man, but as the 
word of God himself, speaking from hea- 
ven, and unto them, and concerning the 
everlasting interest of tiieir precious and 
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immortal souls. Be the adviser what ht 
will, despised, and deserving to be despised 
for a Methodist, the advice is undoubtedly 
good: advice I shall have no occasion to 
repent having thus given you, at the solemn 
hour of death, and the awful day of judg- 
ment ; advice, which, at those approaching 
seasons, none of you will repent having firf- 
lowed; though it should divert you bum 
more amusing, and at this day more reputa- 
ble studies, or engross that time, that yoo 
have been accustomed to devote to more 
pleasurable and fashionable emplojrments ; 
but which, neglected, will be an additional 
sting in every conscience, throu^ all tbe 
C)ountless ages of eternity. 

And O! that they to whom the chief 
Shepherd hath committed the care of pre- 
cious souls, and at whose hands he will as- 
suredly require every one that perishes 
through their default, would take in good 
part this expression of the very affectionaie 
desire of my soul, both in behalf of theni) 
and their flocks, in dropping these hints con- 
cerning their peculiar obligations, to devote 
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much of their time to the attentive, unbi- 
assed study of the word of God, that infi- 
nitely best, but often least studied of all 
books. What avails it, that the ministers 
of the everlasting Gospel should be learned 
classics, profound philosophers, metaphysi- 
cians, and mathematicians, expert logicians, 
or adorned with the knowledge of the poli- 
ter sciences ; if they are unacquainted) or 
but superficially acquainted, with the sacred 
Scriptures ? These other branches of lite- 
rature may amuse and entertain them, may 
procure them preferment, reputation, re- 
spect, and favour ; but it is the knowledge 
of the Bible, which alone can enable them 
in such a manner to attend to themselves, 
and to their doctrine, as shall issue in the 
everlasting salvation of theu- own souls, and 
tilie souls committed to their care* Far be 
it from me to presume to lay down my opi- 
nions as the standard of doctrine, or a mle 
for the faith and preaching, of my brethren, 
in this sacred ministry* But the more ob- 
scure 1 am, the less objection there can rea- 
fronably be against my just hinting to them. 
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that if any one should find this subject ma- 
nifest itself to his conscience, and make him 
sensible, that verily he hath been faulty in 
this matter, and hath been attending to other 
employments, and studying other books 
more than the word of God ; then, possibly, 
he may be mistaken in his sentiments con- 
cerning the doctrine of the Gospel, and, be- 
ing mistaken himself, may be misleading 
others, to the endangering of their inunortal 
souls ; for he cannot be certain, but that, 
should he employ some years in this single 
study, (which its importance well deserves,) 
he may find the Bible a very dififerent book 
than he expected. 

V. I would observe the influence which 
prayer appears to have had in effecting this 
change. 

I am aware that (he world, thou^ called 
Christian, is come to such a pass, that the 
very mention of this subject, in many com* 
panics, is accounted ill manners, or even re- 
ceived with ridicule ; and that being known 
to live a Ufe of prayer and communion with 
God, is alone sufficient to denominate anv 
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person a Methodist. However, it is scarce 
leedful to say, how full the word of God is, 
)f precepts, instruction, exhortations, invi- 
ations, promises, and examples to this ef- 
fect ; he never read his Bible, who knows 
lot this ; nor can any man, under any pre- 
:ence, make a jest of this great duty and 
>rivilege of a believer, without pouring 
contempt upon the Holy Scriptures, and in- 
tuiting the brightest characters therein pro- 
loosed to us as examples, not exceptii^ the 
Lord Jesus himself. Let men, therefore, 
inder the profession of Christianity, be as 
rreligious and profane as they please; I 
ihall not be ashamed to speak upon so un- 
ashionable a topic ; for if the word of God 
ye true, he never knew any thing as he 
>ught to know, never believed, never re- 
)ented, never performed one duty aright in 
lis life, who hath not sought ^1 his wisdom, 
aiowledge, faith, repentance, and sufficien- 
cy for obedience, from God, by fervent, in- 
stant, and persevering prayer. Time was, 
3ven since I had souls committed to my 
2are, that I lived in the neglect of this duty, 
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and 80 without God in the world ; but since, 
throu^ his forbearance and mercy, I have 
been in earnest about the salvation of mj 
own soul and their's, I have not been lefl 
to do so. However, it is not mj intent to 
speak anj ibrther on this subject, than re- 
lates to the matter on hand. 

The word of Grod promises the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ; he is the Spirit 
of truth, leads into all truth, teaches all 
things and searches and reveals the deep 
things of God. The leading promise to 
the church is, (Isaiah, liv. 13,) ^^That all 
her children shall be taught of the Lord.^^ 
(John vi. 44, 45.) Referring thereto, Christ 
hath declared, that none can come unto 
him, except he be drawn of the Father, and 
taugfit of God. And St. Paul adds, ( 1 Cor. 
ii. 14,) ^' But the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him, neither can he know 
theip; because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." Th^ natural man is explained in 
Jude, by not having the Spirit, which is 
evidently the Apostle^s meaning in diis pas^ 
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sage ; for in the preceding verse he declares, 
that he preached the gospel, not ^' in words, 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spirit- 
ual things with spiritual/' On these grounds, 
I concluded, that man's natural understand- 
ing could not spiritually, or profitably, re- 
ceive the knowledge of revealed mysteries, 
unless it be enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 
I learned also, that our eyes may be bUnded 
by Satan, the god and prince of this world ; 
and our understandings closed, and a veil 
upon our hearts, when we read the word of 
God ; in which case the letter of the Scrip- 
tures, without the Spirit, only killeth. Hence 
the need of our understandings being opened, 
to understand the Scriptures ; (for want of 
which the plainest discourses of our Lord 
to his disciples, concerning his sufferings, 
'death, and resurrection, were hid from them, 
:and they understood them not ;) and of the 
veil being taken from our hearts ; for want 
of which the Jews in reading the Old Tes- 
tament cannot understand the plainest de- 
clarations of Moses, and the prophets. 

U 
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concerning their promised Saviour* I was 
taught also that true wisdom was the gift of 
God, and to be asked of him, by eveiy one, 
who would be wise unto salvation, Aat 
'^ the secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him ; and that those who receive not 
the love of the truth, that they mi^t be 
saved, are given over to a strong delusion to 
believe a lie; that they might all be damned, 
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness," (2 Thes. v. 10 — 12,) 
On these grounds, and depending upon 
the promise and invitations so plentifully 
interspersed through the Scriptures ; when 
I began to inquire after the truth, I began 
also to cry unto the Lord for his guidance 
therein ; and as my mind became more and 
more engaged, and my difficulties, in extri- 
cating myself from the labyrinths of con- 
troversy increased, I became more and 
more earnest, and constant, and particular, 
in making my request known unto God. 
My constant prayer to the Lord was, to be 
delivered from pride and prejudice, blind- 
ness of heart, contempt of the truth, obsti- 
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nacy, enthusiasm, ignorance, and error. 
That the Lord would give me wisdom and 
knowledge, guide me to the truth as it is in 
Jesus, open my understanding, take away 
the veil from my heart, and make known 
unto me the way of salvation, which is re- 
vealed to sinners in his holy word. Thus 
waiting upon the Lord, according to his own 
appomtment, depending upon, and pleading 
his promises from day to day, I was led 
from one thing to another, until my view 
of religious truth was totally changed. 
This I most firmly believe to have been by 
the ][>romised teaching of the Spirit of truth, 
powerfully enlightening my mind, opening 
the Scriptures, and, by dispelling the clouds 
of error, and prejudices, enabling me to re- 
ceive the truth therein coBtained. 

But though I am not ashamed of declaring 
my desire of living a life of prayer, and com- 
munion with God ; yet I have no intention 
in speaking thus publicly on such a subject, 
but to advance his glory, and forward the 
salvation of souls. As in his presence I de- 
■olare- that I have prayed over many of the 
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most interesting passages of Scripture, chap- 
ter by chapter, and often verse by verse, with 
the most anxious apprehensions of rejecting, 
or mistaking the truth, or embracing a false- 
hood ; and wtih the most earnest desire of 
knowing what that doctrine was, which Jesus 
and bis apostles taught. In the sight of God 
1 am sensible I have abundant cause to be 
humbled, and ashamed of my frequent re- 
missness in, and the continual defilements 
of, my prayers ; but as surely as I beUeve 
his promises to be faithful, as surely I be- 
lieve him to be a God that heareth prayers ; 
60 surely do I believe that flesh and blood 
hath not revealed to me the doctrines I now 
preach, but God himself by his Holy Spirit. 
Reader, whoever thou art, if thy conscience 
testify, that thou hast hitherto lived in the 
neglect of this important duty, or in the for- 
mal, lifeless, and unmeaning performance of 
it with thy lips, whilst thy heart hath been 
disengaged, and thy thoughts allowedly wan- 
dering to the ends of the earth ; if thou liast 
not been accustomed by fervent prayer to 
seek wisdom from God by his teaching Spirit: 
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if thou knowest not what it is to exercise 
faith upon the promises pointed out to thee, 
nor to plead them in prayer to a promise- 
keeping God ; if all thy knowledge of divine 
things hath been acquired by leaning to thy 
own understanding -, if in reading the Scrips* 
tures thou hast looked more to learned cri- 
tics, commentators, and expositors, than to 
the illuminating Spirit of God, sought in 
humble prayer, toopenthy understanding, to 
take the veil from thine heart, and to give 
thee that wisdom, which is from above ; 
then be as sure as the word of God is true^ 
and we are concerned in it, that thou art 
in the wrong, the light that is in thee is 
darkness, and thou knoweth nothing yet as 
thou oughtest to know. May the Lord ef- 
fectually incline thine heart to take a con- 
trary course, and to seek wisdom, where 
alone it can be found, from the Lord, &e 
Father of Lights, and the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, who hath invited thee 
to ask, that it may be given thee ! 

VL I would observe, that there is ndthin^ 

15 
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in this Narrative, which can reasonably be 
condemned as enthusiasm. 

It is allowed, that there is such a- thing as 
enthusiasm ; that it is a frequent attendant 
on religious zeal ; that in some of its ope- 
rations it is a grievous evil, (I speak of the 
faulty enthusiasm;) in all, attended with 
many inconveniences ; and that it ought 
very carefully to be guarded against by eve- 
ry religious professor, and zealous preacher. 
It would also be in vain to pretend, that the 
late revivals of religion, which indiscrimi- 
nately have been stigmatized with the name 
of Methodism, have been, in opinion and 
practice, entirely free from enthusiasm. 
What revivals of religion ever were free 
from such scandals ? Where the Lord sows 
his good seed, there the enemy will be sure 
to scatter his tares. It must be confessed, 
that some of the most eminent instruments 
in this work, whose names, when prejudice 
shall vanish, will be handed down with 
honour, as burning and shining lights, to the 
latest periods of the church, have, by the 
greatness of their zeal, through human frail- 
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ty, been betrayed into sentimeDts, expres- 
sions, and deportment, in some instances 
justly to be censured as enthusiastical ; of 
which their enemies have not failed sa£S- 
ciently to avail themselves. But whatever 
iodiscretionB and mistakes particular per- 
sons, who have preached these doctrines, 
may have fallen into, this doth not, in the 
Judgment of candid and impartial persons, 
in the least affect the general cause, or prove 
the doctrines erroneous. We would not 
contend for the credit of individuals, or the 
interests oi a party : but for the doctrines of 
God's word, and of the established church 
of England. These will continue true and 
important, though many of those who have 
zealously and successfully preached them, 
should have justly incurred the chai^ of 
enthusiasm. All that I would intimate is 
this ; that a man may be led to the belief of 
those doctrines, which are branded as Me- 
thodistical, in a way of sober, rational in- 
quiry ; and zealously preach them without 
being an enthusiast. 

It would be very well if some of tl 
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who 8o readily accuse whole bodies of ap- 
parently refigious persons of enttrasiasro, 
would favour us with their determinate de- 
finition iX an enthusiast. In its original 
ineahing the word has a very favourable 
sense, and implies, that by a diaiine influ- 
ence upon the soul, ai man is filled with an 
ardour and warmth of 2eal in the cause be 
is engaged in. Now, it is good to be zeal- 
ously affected always in a good ttiii]^, and if 
trar ardour of soul be (torn the Spirit of God, 
according to the revealed will of God, and 
for the glory of God, it is the noblest, most 
desirable, most heavenly, and most benefi- 
cial exertion of the human mind. In everj 
thing but religion an ardour, described by 
the term enthusiasm, is allowed and com- 
mended : a poetical, a military, a patriotic 
^enthusiasm, even when they carry men be- 
yond the strict bounds of cold reasonii^ 
and exact prudence, fail not to meet with 
admirers. Our zeal may be fervent in 
tevery thing without censure, save when we 
are zealous for the glory of God, and the 
isalvatioh of immortal souls. But there is 
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an enthusiasm of this eort^ which forms the 
highest elevation, and the noblest effort of 
the human sOul. Such an entibusiasm ani- 
mated ibe apostle Paul, in all his self-deny- 
ing labours and sufferings, and filled (under 
the guidance of Ihe Holy Ghost) his writings 
with such ardent zeal for the honour of his 
dear Saviour, and affection for the souls of 
men; such an enthusiasm he expresses, 
when he says, 2 Cor. v. 1 3, 14,) " Whether 
we be beside ourselves, it is to God, or whe- 
ther we be sober, it is for your cause ; for 
the love of Christ constraineth us/' Of 
such an enthusiasm as this I wish I were far 
mor^ guilty. But on the other hand there is 
danger of a counterfeit, pernicious enthusi- 
asm, and about that we are now inquir- 
ing. Now, I apprehend, that in order to 
constitute this culpable enthusiasm, some 
one or more of the following things must 
appear ; either the ardour of the soul, which 
is excited, must proceed from a heated ima- 
gination, or from a delusion of Satan, instead 
of being produced by a divine influence ; 
or the cause^ in which this ardour is em- 

I 
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ployed, must be the cause of self and error, 
instead of the cause of God and truth ; or it 
must exert itself in unjustifiable measures 
and practices. But if onr ardour of mind 
be warranted by the word of God ; if it do 
not tend to the dishonour of God ; and if it 
be confined in its exercise to the rules and 
precepts of the word of God, how intense 
soever it may be, I can see no cause to cen- 
sure it; unless men can be too zealous for 
the glory of God, and the salvation of souls. 
But whatever be the distinguishing crite- 
rion of enthusiasm, I suppose it will be dif- 
ficult to fix a charge of it upon any thing, 
for which I plead in this Narrative. I ne- 
ver was taught any thing by impulses, im- 
pressions, visions, dreams, or revelations; 
except so far as the work of the Spirit, in 
enlightening the understanding for the re- 
ception of those truths contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, is sometimes styled revela- 
tion. Other revelation I never expected or 
experienced, nor ever taught others to ex- 
pect. Not but that the Lord is sovereign, 
and may do what he will with his own ; and., 
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if he pleases may, and I suppose sometimes 
does, go out of the ordinary course, for the 
conversion of a sinner, or the guidance of 
a perplexed, or the comfort of a distressed 
soul ; but I never took one step in depen* 
dence on any such extraordinary interposi- 
tions, nor encouraged any person to do so* 
And surely it will not be called entibusiasm, 
by any but avowed infidels, to believe God's 
word to be the rule of truth, and his promi- 
ses to be faithMy. and in this belief to seek 
for the knowledge of the doctrines of the 
gospel, in the manner related. In this way 
I have been taught no new truths, but as I 
believe, have been shown the meaning, use, 
tendency, consistency, harmony, wisdom, 
and glory of those truths which are contain- 
ed in the sacred volume, but which before, 
through pride and ignorance, I perverted, 
neglected, reviled, and counted foolishness* 
Nor do I make any pretences to infalli- 
bility : God hath not, I trust, left me so un- 
stable, as to float about in the uncertain 
stream of opinion, and to be tossed to and 

fro with every wind of doctrine by the 

15** 



I 



172 THE FORCE OF TaUTH : 

8lei^t of men, and cunning craftness, 
Whereby tibey lay in wait to deceive* As to 
the grand doctrines of the gospel, which I 
have endeavoured to mark out as necessary 
to salvation, they are neither so uncertain, 
nor so difficult, as men would persuade us ; 
their uncertainty and difficulty arise wholly 
from our pride, prejudice, love of sin, and 
inattentive ignorance of our own hearts. 
There is really much difficulty in bringing 
vain man to cease from leaning to his own 
understanding ; and in prevailing with him 
to trust in the Lord with all his heart, and 
to be willing, in the humble posture of a 
little child, to be tai^ht of God. Nothing 
but a deep conviction of guilt, a fear of 
iprrath, and a sense of our lost condition by 
nature and practice, can brii^ our minds 
unto this submissive frame ; but this being 
effiscted, the difficulty is over, and fhe way 
of salvation is so plain, that the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
As to the other doctrines, which I believe 
myself, though they seem plain enough to 
me, I desire not to proselyte others to them, 
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but am willing to leave them as matters, in 
which fallible men may dilSer without dan* 
gcr. And as to my sufficiency for the faith- 
ful discharge of my ministry to God's glory, 
and the salvation of souls, he will not, I 
trust, deceive my expectations, which are 
grounded on his promises; for the rest I 
mistake daily, and find myself in continual 
danger of mixing my own imaginations with 
his divine truths, and following my own 
spirit instead of his. Whatever I preach 
truly, or do wisely, to God be the glory, for 
I am not sufficient of myself to think a good 
thought; whatever I speak falsely, or do 
foolishly, to me be the shame, for it is the 
natural fruit of my own deceitful heart. If 
this be enthusiasm, it is an enthusiasm war- 
ranted not only by the word of God, as I 
have endeavoured to prove, but by the 
whole lituj^ of our church. We all at or- 
dination profess to be moved by the Holy 
Ghost, to* take the ministerial office upon us, 
and assuredly we cannot be moved by the Ho- 
ly Ghost, if we have not the Holy Ghost, nor 
may expect his help andguidance. We agree 
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to pray, that the Lord would lead in the way 
of truft all such as have erred and are decei- 
ved ; that he would illuminate all Bishops, 
PriestS) and Deacons, with true knowledge 
and understanding of his holy word; that he 
would cleanse our hearts by the inspiration 
of his Holy Spirit ; that he would grant us 
true repentance and his Holy Spirit ; and 
much more to tins effect ; and I am persua- 
ded that such a confidence as I have express- 
ed, cannot be censured as enthusiasm, with- 
out directly including our church establish- 
ment and continual public worship in the 
same chaise. 

VIL Lastly, I would observe, that our 
opposers and despisers will seldom give us 
the hearing. With all their pretensions to 
candour, reasoning, and free inquiry, they 
accuse and condemn us without so much as 
knowing, with any tolerable degree of ac- 
curacy, what our sentiments are ; although 
they are furnished with such plentiful means 
of information, in those numerous publica- 
tions, which are now extant upon these 
subjects. 
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Having imbibed strong prejudices against 
us, they frame so contemptible an opinion 
of our understandings and our writings, that 
they will not bestow so much pains, ^ aSbrd 
so much regard, as to peruse our books ; 
and to call an author a Methodist, is with 
many people a sufficient reason why they 
should not read his works. Hence it comes 
to pass, that for want of information, our 
doctrines are grievously misrepresented; 
and in general the attacks made upon us, 
though they make our persons odious and 
despised, do not in the least affect the argu- 
ment in debate. What most of our adver- 
saries know of our opinions, are only scat- 
tered fragments picked up by hearsay, 
wherein neither the connexion, consistency, 
tendency, nor application of these opinions 
are preserved; and therefore no wonder 
that we are vilified, and reproached with 
things to which we are utter strangers, or 
which we abominate and protest against 
from sabbath to sabbath, and against which 
we neglect not to fill our writings with rea- 
sonings, warnings, and cautions. 
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For my own part I freely Acknowledge, 
that my strongest objections against this 
scheme of doctrine aros^ wholly from mis- 
apprehension and mistake. Not having 
read their bo(dEs, my notions of the doctrines 
of tfie Methodists were fcceived firom Vul- 
gar import, and frOm their enemies ; while 
my own creative imagination pat the con- 
straction upon, and drew the consequence 
from them ; vo that when I preadied against 
them, I was as ohe f^hting with my own 
shadow ; and in speaking evil of those 
thii^, that I knew not, I only betrayed my 
own ignorance and pride. No better 
founded are the lamentable outcries, which 
at this day are made against us, and our 
principles, as if we were "fendeavouring to 
banish reason, argument, sobermindedness, 
and morality out of the world ; and in their 
stead to substitute a parcel of whimsical 
vagaries, which are without foundation in 
reason, or Scripture, and have no influence, 
or rather a pernicious influence, on our 
conduct and conversation. When such a 
€}ecJamation is ended, (for one would not 
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inten*upt it,) ask the declaimer what a 
Methodist is ? He can scarce give you an 
answer; inquire about their doctrines, he 
doih not understand them; their writings, 
he never hath read them ! 

Reader, if thou desirest to know what 
our opinions are, and what reason there is^^ 
for these heavy charges, read our books; 
but read them with attention, and aim at 
impartiality ; compare them with the word 
of God, and with the liturgy, articles, and 
homilies of ihe church of England ; and if 
thou hast leisure and opportunity, with the 
works of our first reformers. Nor do we 
desire thee to renounce thy reason, but only 
to make this reasonable concession; that 
where thy reasoh would determine one 
way, but Grod bath expressly determined 
another way, thou wouldst allow him to 
understand his own mjrsteries better than 
thou doilt ; and that therefore thou oughtest, 
by &ith, exercised upon the veracity of 
God, to receive those matters implicitly, 
and without reasoning, which God hath re- 
vealed, and which thy reason feels to be 
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far above, out of its reach, and therefore 
out of its providence. Whenever, on such 
inquiry, thou discoverest us to be mistaken, 
there dissent from us, yea blame us, as far 
as meekness and candour will permit ; but 
do not condemn us in the gross; do not 
assert our whole scheme of doctrine to be 
enthusiastical and groundless, thou^ some 
of our writers should be found to have ad- 
vanced some questionable opinion. This 
were the way to drive all truth and certainty 
out of the world ; for what book can be 
mentioned, the Bible excepted, wherein 
there is nothii^ advanced, either erroneous 
or questionable ? 

And be assured, it is no argument of a 
sincere desire to know the truth, to read 
only one side of the question, and then cla- 
mourously to adopt every childish cavil, 
every vague report, every scandalous fiatlse-, 
hood ; and industriously to propagate them, 
as if these afforded a sufficient confutation 
of all the arguments, authorities, and Scrip- 
ture testimonies wherewith we support our 
fi^timents. Observe; that though some 
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professors have been proved enthusiasts, 
and others detected to be hypocrites, this 
doth not prove that we are all enthusiasts 
and hypocrites« Such rash judgments hurt 
not us, but those that pass them. 

For myself, 1 here publicly profess, that 
I will, to the end of my days, acknowledge 
it, as the greatest obligation that any person 
can confer upon me, if, in the spirit of meek- 
ness, he will point out to me any error or 
enthusiastical delusion, into which I have 
fallen, and by sufficient ailments convince 
me of it. I trust, that my earnest desire to 
discover the truth, as it is in Jesus, has not 
abated in its influence, and that I retain the 
same disinterested resolution to embrace, 
and adhere to it, with which I set out. Still 
am I solicitously fearful of being betrayed 
by my warmth of spirit, and by the deceit- 
fulness of my heart, into erroneous opinions. 
But it is not clamour and reproach, or ob- 
jections and arguments brought against sen- 
timents I detest, or consequences I allow 
not, and do not see to be consequent from 
ray doctrines ; it is not such reasoning as 
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sets one diviiie attribute at variaace with 
another, and makes one part of the Bible 
contradict another, or exalts the human tin- 
derstanding upon the tribunal, and anraigof 
and condemns revealed mpteries at her 
presumptuous bar ; I say, such a p»>cedure 
will have no weigbft with me, or witn anj 
who ever knew the grace of God in truth. 
And now, belpved reader, let me con* 
elude, with leaving it upon thy conscience 
to search for the truth of the Gospel in the 
study of God^s word, accompanied by pray- 
er, as thou wouldst search for hid treasure* 
I give thee this counsel, as expecting td 
meet thee at the day of judgment, that oar 
meeting may be with joy, and not with grief; 
may the Lord incline thee to follow it, wiA 
that solemn season full in view ! Time, bow 
short ! eternity, how long ! life, how pseca- 
rious and vanishing! death, how certain! 
the pursuits and employments of this pre- 
sent life, how vain, unsatisfying, trifling, and 
vexatious! God's favour and eternal life, 
how unspeakably precious ! his wrath, the 
never-quenched fire, and the never-dyiQg 
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tvorro, how dreadfiri ! Oh! trifle not away 
thy span of life, in heaping up richea, which 
shortly must be left for ever, and which 
profit not in the day of wrath; in such 
pleasures and amusements, as will issue in 
eternal torments ; or in seeking that g^ory, 
which shall be swallowed up in everlasting 
infamy. Agree but with me in this; that 
it is good to redeem Uiy precious time, to 
labour for the meat that endureth unto 
everlasting life, and to attend principally to 
the one thing needful ; take but thy measure 
of truth as well as duty from the word of 
God : be willing to be taught of God ; me- 
ditate on his word day and night ; let it be 
"the light of thy feet, and the lantern of thy 
paths ; and in studying it, lean not to thy 
own understanding, trust not implicitly to 
expositors and commentators, hut ask wis- 
dom and teaching of God. And be not a 
Felix, saying, to thy serious apprehensions 
about thy soul ; " Go thy way at this time, 
when I have a convenient season I will call 
for thee ;" lest death and judgment come 
"before that season; be not an A^?'5»-,mi. 
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almost Christian ; but seek to be altogether 
such as the primitive Christians were. I 
say, agree but with me in these reasonable 
requests, and we shall at length agree in all 
things ; in many in this world ; in all, when 
we hear the Son of God address us in diese 
rejoicing words, " Come, ye blessed of my 
Fattier, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world." 
May the Lord vouchsafe unto the writer, 
and to every reader of this book, that wis- 
dom which is from above ; that teaching of 
his Holy Spirit which guides into the ways 
of peace ; that faith which justifies ; that 
peace of God which passeth understanding ; 
and that measure of sanctifying and strength- 
ening grace, which shall enable ui^ to hold 
on, and hold out unto the end, alwx.^s 
abounding in the work of the Lord, as 
knowing that our labour shall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 
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